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Ir the Editor of this true and ore 15 
rowful Tale, could have ſuggeſted * | 5 oh 


more effectual expedient for its in 
troduction, than through the influence * Pts 8 8 
and protection of Benevolence, Honor F 
and Senſibility,. he would not have in- 
ſcribed it to the Marcnjoxntess of 
Buck1iNGHaM. But he preſumes to 
think that the' moſt infallible and 
certain means for it to excite general 
attention and regard, will be from 
appearing under the ſanction and pa- 0 


tronage 


DEDICATION. 


tronage of thoſe Virtues, which ſo emi- 
nently diſtinguiſh the life and con- 
verſation of NuGtnT's accompliſhed 
Daughter and Buck1NncHan's amiable 


Wife 


e London, December 9, 1786. 


INTRODUCTION. 


|| N a narrow, and even limited 

ſphere of life, circumſtances. 
often occur of a very extraordi- 
nary and intereſting nature, My 
life admits of little novelty—lſe- 
cluded by inclination as well as 
neceſlity from the brilliant circles 
of ſociety, I ſeldom know what 
taſte and faſhion mean, until 
they have degenerated to the 


loweſt claſs of mankind; never- 


theleſs, I enjoy pleaſure, and 
VOL. I. a taſte 
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taſte of content; I indulge in 
Whim, and keep Hope alive by 
anticipating better days. Once 
in a ſeaſon I take a trip to the 
Continent, and paſs the ſummer 
months in a country, where 
chearfulneſs, gaiety, and good- 
living exhilarate the ſpirits and 
make the blood circulate briſkly. 
In my laſt ſummer's ramble, re- 


turning through French Flan- 
ders, I topped a few days at the 
Poſt Royal Armentiers, where 
the good-natured and obliging 


diſpoſition of the hoſt and 
hoſteſs, 
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INTRODUCTION. vii 
hoſteſs, as well as the alertneſs 


of a good-tempered ſlut of a 


maid-ſervant, engaged me ſo 


agrecably, that I could not leave 
the place without looking back 
with ſorrow and regret. 

The gratitude and reſpect 
which were expreſſed in the 
looks and conduct of this worthy 
family, at my departure, at once 
deſtroyed all that littleneſs of 
ſoul which ſuppoſes ſentiment 
and feeling incompatible with 
ſuch a ſituation.— The landlord, 
a fine tall handſome man, about 


a 2 ſixty ; 
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ſixty; his ſilver hair was tied in 


a roſette, and looſe at the fides ; 


his carb was of , drab-coloured 


camblet, neat and ſimple; his 


countenance was full of honeſt 
good- nature and ſolicitation; 
| and his fine blue eyes ſo forcibly 
entreated me to accept of his be- 
nediction in a glaſs of liqueur, 
| that there was no reſiſting the 
influence, —His wife ſtood with 
| the flaſk and goblet, her hand 
raiſed ready to execute what her 
liberal mind ſo earneſtly ſolicit- . 
ed—ſhe was Neatneſs itſelf — 
dreſſed 
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dreſſed in a ſhort robe-de-cham- 


bre of Valencienne grey and pur- 


ple ſilk, tied at the neck and 


wriſts with dark brown ribands; 


her cap was of the fineſt lace, 
drawn cloſe round the outlines 
of her face, and ornamented 
with ribands, of a colour uni- 


form with thoſe of her dreſs ; 


her countenance was not freſh 
and chearful like her huſband's, 
but fallow, grave, and full of 
melancholy. While theſe two 
ſtood in this ſituation on each 


{ide the door of the voiture, poor 


a 3 Jennet 


* 
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Jennet ſtood in the opening be- 
tween them, and a little receded 
from their line: ſhe was dreſſed 
in the country habit of ſervants 
—a ſhort jacket and coat, ſtriped 
grey and white, gave all the 


graces of a form which corre- 


ſponded with my ideas of perfect 


elegance and juſt ſymmetry— 


her roſy cheeks contraſted the 


fineſt black eyes in the world | 


a {mile of thanks and modeſty 


ſat upon her countenance, and a 


tear ſtole ſide-long from her eye, 
which ſhe endeavoured to con- 
ceal 
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INTRODUCTION. XI 


ceal by inverting her head, and 


directing a look of forced chear- 


fulneſs at Robaire, who was 


mounted on the leading horſe, 
eloathed in his profeſſional garb 
of Poſt Royal Guide. This was 
our poſition when mutual fare- 
wels, and reciprocal good wiſhes, 
had removed every obſtacle to 
my departure, except a crack 
from Robaire's whip, which had 
ſometime been ſuſpended for 
that purpoſe. — It reverberates 
now in my ear—T looked back as 


long as I could ſee the door of 


the 
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Xit INTRODUCTION, 


the hotel, where ſtood, fixed in 
ſilence, the landlord, his wife, 
and Jennet, their eyes turned 
upon each other with ſuch ex- 
preſſions of feeling, as I can nei- 


ther deſcribe nor explain.— 


Heaven bleſs you, honeſt 


* 


« ſouls,” ſaid J, this is one of 


the pleaſing heart-acas which 


« ye ſo ſeldom meet with in our 


* 


road through life.? 4 
During my ſtay at this place, 
I had often, and on ſundry oc- 


caſions, remarked a peculiar hu- 


manity and benevolence in this 
Poſt 
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Poſt Royal Boy; he ſeemed to 
have ſentiments and actions far 
above his ſtation, and although 
perfectly ignorant as to inſtruc- 
tive education, yet Nature had 
enriched his mind with fine ideas, 
and he expreſſed them very hap- 
pily in his manners and conduct; 
he ſpoke tolerable French, and 
a little bad Engliſh. In the 
converſations incident to ſpecu- 
lative travellers and intelligent 
poſt-boys, he acquainted me, 
that about ſix months ago hav- 


ing conducted a Gentleman to 


Balleule, 
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Balleule, in his way to England, 
he found, on his return, a bun- 


dle of papers in the ſeat of the 


voiture, which he was certain 


muſt have been left there by the 
Gentleman, He had preſerved 
the bundle, he ſaid, with great 
care, in hopes that it would have 
been enquired for, as it appeared, 
from the manner of its package, 
to be of ſome conſequence. He 
had ſent as far as Calais with a de- 
ſcription of the Gentleman, who, 
he ſaid, was a genteel- looking 
man about forty, his forehead 

high, 
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high, from which his fine brown 
hair had much receded ; his 
eyes were very dark and intelli- 
gent, his countenance pale and 
ſorrowful, and although very 
ordinary in the formation of 
his features, yet there was a 
ſtrong and manly expreſſion of 
agreeableneſs in his viſage ; he 
had a ſolema melancholy dignity 
about him,which at once inſpired 
awe and reſpect :—but, ſays he, 
I have not been able to learn the 
leaſt tidings of him. I could 
with to entruſt this packet to the 


Care 
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care of ſome perſon, whoſe own 
feelings, in a like ſituation, 
would inſtruct them what means 
_ ought to be taken to have it 
conveyed in ſafety to the owner, 
This trouble, adds he, I would 
be happy if you would under- 
take—here is the bundle—it is 
exactly as I found it, and I hope 
it will find its owner without 
undergoing any. change, The 
packet was lapped in ſtrong pa- 
per, and bound round with red 
tape, ſealed, and marked on the 
outſide, Letters and Copies of 
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On my arrival in England, I 
took every pothble and likely 
means to find the owner, but 
without ſucceſs. I then opened 
the packet, in hopes of finding 
a key of intelligence, but all was 
locked up in darkneſs and myſ- 
tery—nothing but initials and 
Llanks where names and places 
were intended to be expreſſed 
I had, therefore, no reſource but 
the one I have here adopted, and 
by giving the Story, which theſe 
Letters contain, to the Public, it 


may bring the owner to a know- 


ledge 


XVII INTRODUCTION, 

ledge where he may repair his 
loſs. I have neither altered the 
language, nor the Hiſtory—the 
one is plain and ſimple—the 
other is natural and affecting: 
indeed, it appears ſo true and 


melancholy, that any attempt 
of that nature muſt leſſen its 


beauty and effect. The feeling 
mind muſt be inſtructed and in- 
tereſted—and the human heart 
greatly improved and regulated: 
it muſt influence to acts of be- 
nevolence and forbearance, and 
cannot fail to benefit in all the 


various 
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various connections between 
man and man, between ſociety 
and individuals. 

I will lead directly to the 
Story, with this confident aſ- 
ſertion, that from the reſerved 
Papers in my poſſeſhon, this 
piteous tale is, in every part and | 
circumſtance, unqueſtionably 
true, and compoled of indiſput- 


able facts and real ſituations. 


THE 


CURSE or SENTIMENT: 


LET TSR & 


MR. 0c. TO MR, S--- AT L 


| April gth, 1783. 
Ir ORANCE of our real ſitua- 
tion often conſtitutes our greateſt 
happineſs. I feel the full force of 
this obſervation in the late diſcovery 


which I mentioned to you—I had 
fill been happy had the knowledge of 
Vo I. I. B my 
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tny wife's former fituation been con- 
cealed from me I have not ſlept theſe 
three nights Fancy has been fo buſy 
in my brain that I cannot cloſe my 
eyes. Oh! that they were ſhut for 
ever !—That this fiend, Recollection, 


were charmed to reſt in the filent 


grave, and this ſubtle and indefine: 
ſpirit fled to that peaceful manſior 
end of all our hopes ! 

J am in poſſeſſion of ſo much rea 
grief, that any addition to ſo large 
ſtock would ſcarcely be perceived o 
felt—my mind ſeems adapted for gre: 
and heavy afflictions, and I believe my 
fortitude and perſeverance will have a 


ſevere trial. Had my ſuſpicions of my 


wife's virtue, before marriage, ever 
. | been 
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been permitted a full ſcope of inquiry, 
the cauſes of my preſent unhappineſs 
had been deſtroyed, or had never ex- 
iſted z but the unparalleled arts and de- 
ceptions which have been ſo conſtant- 
ly practiſed againſt me from our firſt 
acquaintance, had ſo much the ap- 
pearance of innocence and virtue, 
that to have ſuſpected would have been 
to deny the evidence of ſenſe and rea- 
ſon. *Tis true, I never doubted, be- 
cauſe I never ceaſed to love; and had 
her diſpoſition been equal to her diſ- 
!* cretion, I had ſtill remained in igno- 
rance and ſecurity ; but in one of her 
paroxyſms of paſſion, which is ungo- 
vernable, ſhe declared her own baſe- 
neſs and my diſgrace To myſelf I 
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am deſpicable—to the world I muſt be 
ridiculous—my thoughts are ſo de- 
ranged that I cannot ſeparate real from 
fancied ills —God bleſs you. 


BET TER IL 


MR. O TO MR. Ss AT L 


- 


May sth. 


A Friend of mine called on me 
this morning—he was ſorry to ſee 
me ſad and melancholy—his ſympa- 
thy claim'd confidence, and I told him 
the cauſe of my grief—his counte- 
nance for ſome time heſitated whether 
itſhouldappear chearful or diſturbed— 
2t ſtood neuter—and he left the room 
without 
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without a compliment or complaint 
It is thus that Miſery is always treated 
the thoughtleſs and inſenſible fly 
from it as infetious—inſtead of ſooth- 
ing its inquietudes with compaſſion 
and friendſhip, they add their impro- 
per conduct to ſwell its bull! g- 


They, like the Prieſt, with tcarleſs eye, 
Juſt view the wretch, or paſs him by 
Or ſtop but to be witty, 


There is a faſhion in Friendſhip, and 
it is not the preſent mode to be feel- 
ingly affected for the diſtreſſes of thoſe 
whom we rank under the appellation 
of friend. 

Why ſhould the theme of Friend» 


= ſhip be ſo generally held out as the 


balm and conſolation to an'afflicted 


B 3 mind, 
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6 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 
mind, when the principle is as falſe 
as the application is ineffectual : five 


thouſand years experience has pro- 


duced but few inſtances of a totally 


diſintereſted friendſhip ; and we may 


reſt aſſured, that whenever we look 
for, or rely on ſuch a conſequence, 
Diſappointment will always cancel 


the deluſive hope. Tis a principle 
which has never exiſted in the human 


heart, and it is a term which ought 
to be expunged from our language. 


L E T- 
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LETTER III. 


MR, C---- TO MR, S=-== AT L. 


May 29th, 
I Find the woman, who was my 
wife, for ſuch I do not now eſteem or 
account her, was miſtreſs to the very 
man who gave her to me as his rela- 
tion, virtuous, wealthy, and endowed 
with every amiable quality of the 
mind—the whole was falſe—the de- 
ficiency of wealth I eaſily forgave, but 
that of virtue will ever remain unac- 
counted for, although the interceſſion 


of angels, and atonement for ſacri- 


lege were offered as an extenuation. 
What think you of ſuch a mind as 
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this man muſt poſſeſs ?-He has been 
in the law could that profeſſion teach 
him ſach a trick Nature could not. 
It is a trick, which in any ſociety of 
ſavages, would have been puniſhed 
with death; but here it is eſteemed a 
noble atchievement, and half the king- 
dom will think this man both judi- 
cious and fortunate, for having con- 
trived ſo maſterty, and ſucceeded ſo 
well. *Tis wonderful, yet *tis true, 
that this nation, which has done ſo 
much to regulate the conductof ſociety, 
ſhould leave the mind and feelings a 
prey to the deſigning and crafty, who 


exerciſe their inventive or neceſſitous 


genius to relieve themſelves by diſtreſſ- 
ing others. If a man ſteal my hat, 
L can. 


— Oo 
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I can hang him; but if he break my 
heart, I have no remedy. If a man 
marry two wives, the law puniſhes 
with death; but if he ruin fifty vir- 
tuous women, it is not cognizable, and 
he only acquires honour and reputa- 
tion in proportion to the number of 
his debaucheries ; ; is this a juſt policy! > 
Is it founded i in either reaſon or ne- 
ceſſity > The very contrary is the caſe. 
Againſt this man then I have no means 
of retaliation ; *tis true, I am liberated 
in my mind and affections from a bad 
woman; but the bondage of the law 
ſtill hangs over me—limits and reſtricts 
my f uture connexions, and debars me 
from the common privileges of Nature, 
becauſe I have been unfortunate, 


God bleſs you. 
B 5 LET 
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LETTER Iv. 


MR. . TO MR. 8 AT LI 


June 7th. 
TE circumſtance of my misfor- 


tunes is ſinking deep into my mind, 
and violently depreſſes my ſpirits 
that gaiety and freedom which I for- 
merly enjoyed is leaving me—if I 
meet a friend I ſhrink back as if he 
ſaw the baſeneſs of my fituation—This 
woman declines entering into bonds 
of ſeparation ; pretenſions of a ſtrong 
aff-ction and inviolable chaſtity dur- 
ing marriage are her plea—1 have 
faith in neither, though both may be 
true. 1 gladly accept of your invita- 

tion, 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 11 
tion, and propoſe trying if a journey 
to L--- will reſtore the bleſſing I 
have loſt—a quiet mind. All 1s at pre- 
ſent uncomfortable and diſguſting—no- 
thing pleaſes me; my little dog has 
loſt his power of beguiling an hour— 

he was his miſtreſs's favourite, and he 
tries to atone for her conduct by mak- 
ing his own agreeable—1t is to no pur- 
poſe—my ſorrows. are beyond the 
reach of conſolation ; but it is enough 
to be melancholy myſelf, without in- 
fuſing the bitter ingredients into 
your happy family—To-morrow I ſet 
out for L- --. | 


The approaching period of leaving 
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my houſe dreadfully affects me. I have 
tried every room, every chair and 
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ſeat in it, but Comfort is not to be 
found—T have ſent my little dog away 
to a friend—it was a trial which call- 
ed up my beſt affections; the faith- 
ful creature ſeemed fenfible of the in- 
tended change, and would not quit 
me the whole day; when the ſervant 


came for him, he roſe to a ſtate almoſt 


human—his feelings and paſſions were 


expreſſed with more fincerity and not 
leſs ſenſibility than what the chriſtian 
race exemplify in their beſt and deareſt 


modes of affection; when the man at- 


tempted to take hold of him, he ran to 


me, jumped upon my knee, licked my 


face my hands - crept between my 


coat and waiſtcoat, trembled, ſighed, 


and cried like a child; and as he was 
carried 


_= 9 
I 5 £ w . - 
1 8 N b > 
Fi 3 i : Ree 3 1 9 Þ as <4 *. bi 

* 1 —_ : . 2 8 2 — 

oth. ane. i EF y - .ow 1 «7 1 


THE CURSE OP SENTIMENT. 13 


carried away, he turned back his head 
with ſo piercing a look of ſorrow and 
deſpair, that I burſt into tears and fled 


from the ſcene, nor can I yet regain 
any degree of compoſure. Why?—Oh! 
F why are our attachments formed ſo 
: ſtrongly from cuſtom and a conſtant in- 
tercourſe with animals, and even inani- 
mate things, and not from the im- 
pulſes of Nature and Conſanguinity f 
/ let not man ſay, I ama ſuperior Be- 
„ ing.” A dog—call them not 
| brutes—is in few reſpects his inferior, 
in many his equal—and in ſome his 
a ſuperior My eyelids are heavy with 
f ſorrow—I will try to lighten them in 
the arms of ſleep.— Good night. 


LE T- 
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LETTER V. 


MR, 0 TO MR. go - = AT L=--, 


June sth. 


Tr was a ſolemn ſeparation every 


thing that has ſerved me becomes dear 


to mel cannot look on it with indiffer- 


ence, nor leave it without regret. I 
had reſolved to quit my houſe this 
morning privately, and for that pur- 
poſe roſe earlier than uſual; when I 
opened my chamber-door, on the out- 
fide of which my faithful dog uſed to 
reſt, his abſence created reflections 


which were truly diſtreſſing yet in- 


ſtructive the ſentinient proceeded to 1 
. inanimate objects, and every thing I 
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faw renewed my orief—they were as 
friends and companions of long ſtand- 
ing and faithful ſervice; my heart 
ſwelled with indeſcribable emotions; 
yet I was determined to take a laſt and 
grateful adieu of objects I was to viſit 
no more—T threw open a window—1 
gazed upon my bed and drew the cur- 
tains—T wiped the duſt from my writ- 
ing table, and fat down in my favour- 
ite chair—a portrait, once dear, very 


dear to me, caught my eye—it was too 


much—the ſentiment ſtopt I covered 


my face and haſtened to the door—but 
here ſympathetic miſery arrefted my 
ſteps; my poor dog, whoſe affection 
ſuperſeded hardſhips, preſented himſelf 
in a ſtate of diſtreſs, which till now he 


had 
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never experienced; he had returned 
back to his houſe the preceding even- 
ing, and Finding the door ſhut, made 
the flags, on the outfi de, his bed; it had 
rained hard during the whole night— 
the wet dropped from his cars and he 
ſhivered with the cold—his looks ex- 
preſſed what he felt better than words 
could have done, and carried a re- 
proach to my heart which brought 
the tear of ſuame and conviction in my 
eye. The ſenſible animal paſſed me 


and went up ſtairs; I followed, and 


found him occupying his wonted bed ; 
I ſtretched myſelf beſide him, careſſed 
him, and as often as I wiped the wet 
from his facc, as often did my tears 


renew it; my heart heaved with ſobs 
I walked 
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I walked backwards and forwards in 
the violent agitation of grief, and the 
faithful creature noticed me with ap- 
parent concern. Why, my Tancred, 
© why, my dear dog, have you return- 
& ed to renew my grief? Why left a 
home when J have none to give you? 
Could you be ſenfible of my trouble» 
& you would not have added this afflic- 
e tion to it. Whether influenced by 
the ſound of words, inſtinct, or the ex- 
preſſion of features I know not; but he 


aroſe, drooped his ears and tail and left 


the houſe, nor could all my intreaties. 


ſtop him; T ſent my ſervant to my 
friend's to learn if he had returned, 
which J found to be the caſe, and that 


he was quite eaſy and contented. Ac- 
count 
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count for this ye ſtoics, atheiſts and phi- 
loſophers if ye can! And ye females 
of feeling, take a leſſon from an animal 
which in ſenſibility is your ſuperior. 


LETTER VI. 


MR. "Hes whas TO MR, S--=- AT L322. 


Nottingham, June roth. 


TE E happieſt of times are thoſe 
when the mind is engaged in trifles, 
and the body in regular and juſt pro- 
portioned exerciſe; mankind are always 
uneaſy when their purſuits are obſtruſe 
and difficult. In the ordinary occupa- 
tions of life, there is almoſt a total ſuſ- 
penſion of thought, and the cuſtomary 

re- 
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relaxations and applications are as ſo 
many habits of Nature, inſtinctively 
and alternately employed for the pur- 
poſes of pleaſure and profit. Ten years 
ago, when in the hey-day of youth and 
thoughtleſſneſs, I was at this place—the 
recollection is painful—I have been 
reviving my old connex1ons, and re- 
viewing my old walks; the faces and. 
ſentiments of my friends do not ap- 
pear the ſame as formerly, nor do the 
beauties of the country gladden my 
heart as they were wont to do. The 
delightful meanderings of the Silver 
Trent are changed to the unvarying 
movements of a common diſguſting 
ſtream ; and my favourite retreat, the 


caſtle, 1s as ſolitary and barren as a wil- 


derneſs ; 
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derneſs—what can all this mean? It 
is not ſure a change in Nature; yet 
there is a change which I cannot re- 
concile to former habits and manners, 
J would not refide here now, for the 
treaſures of the world—but I cannot 
pleaſe myſelf—no wonder that I am 
diſpleaſed with every thing elſe. I 
had once a friend here—he is yet a- 
live, but his friendſhip is dead; I of- 

fended him in forming the very con- 
nexion for which I am now ſuffering— 
we ſpeak, but there 1s no warmth 1n 
our words, at leaſt in his; yet, when J 
told him my preſent diſtreſs, he turned 
his head aſide, laid his hand upon his 
breaſt, and I thought I ſaw a tear fall— 


be left me, and I retired to: the cloſet 
of 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 21 
of my heart for conſolation, but L 
found it not. 


—— U —— 
Err 


MR. C---- TO MR. S--- AT L.. 


Nottingham, June 12th, 

VST TRD AV I paid a viſit to 
the ſhades of Clifton, a beautiful vil- 
lage about two miles from this place. 
& is pleaſantly fituated on an eminence, 
on the banks of the Trent, and com- 
mands a grand landſcape of the adja 
cent country, with the town-of Not- 
tingham, hanging on a rock, in the 
centre. To the left of the town, on 
a high rock and on the verge of a fine 
park, ſtands the caſtle.— The Char- 

ming 
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ming village of Snenton, covered on 
the back ground with the tall and wav- 
ing woods of Cholwick, to the right. 
The meadows between the town and ri- 
ver are interſperſed with tufts of the 
willow and the poplar ; the one droop- 
ing under ſorrow and ſenſibility, the 
other rearing its pointed head in vanity 
and pride. The winding ſtream, on 
either hand, attracts your admiration 
as far as the eye can reach, until ter, 
minated on the right by a view of Be- 
voir Caſtle, which ſtands on a hill at 
the diſtance of twenty miles ; and the 
black mountains of Derbyſhire to the 
left. 

The village of Clifton is celebrated, 


in a tale of fabled tradition, for hav- 
ing 
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ing exemplified a fingular inſtance of 
puniſhment on female infidelity. A 
fair maid, who had betrothed herſelf 
to a lover by the moſt ſacred oaths of 
faith and honour, having fallen into 
the never-failing toil of female attrac- 
tion, riches, forgot her vows, her lo- 
ver and her honour, in the arms of a 
more wealthy ſwain. The devil, who 
had regiſtered her oaths on a condition, 
that if ſhe proved unfaithful, her ſoul 
and body ſhould anſwer the forfeit ; 
devil-like, claimed the ftake on her 
marriage night, and uncivilly carried 
her away from the ſide of her bride- 


groom as they lay in bed. Her ſhrieks 


alarmed the village, and every one 
haſtened to her aſſiſtance it availed 
not, 
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not—they could only diſcover the tract 


which Satan purſued as he carried her 


off, which was through the window of 
the chamber, acroſs a ſmall greens 
and down a ſteep bank into the river ; 
on this tract no blade of graſs to this 


day ever grows: this latter part is cer- 


tainly a fact, becauſe its barrenneſs is 
pal pably viſible, but I will not ſay that 
it is the conſequence of the rout of the 
devil and a faithleſs woman; becauſe, 
if fimilar tranſactions produce fimilar 
conſequences, our whole country would 
be little better than a deſart. Adieu; 
in two days I ſhall be with you. 
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LETTER VIII. 


MR. C22 TO MR. 8 ATL 2 


Cheſterfieid, June 13th, 


J Have paſſed through the foreſt of 
Sherwood in a perturbation of mind 
ſcarcely to be deſcribed—it aroſe from 
a recollection of thoſe ſcenes of Nature 
and Simplicity, which I have ſo often 
beheld beautifully diſplayed amongſt 
the ruſtics who inhabit this part of 
the country, I have always obſerved, 
that thoſe individuals who are the moſt 
abſtracted and ſecluded from the ſo" 
cictics of men, are the moſt fimple in 
their manners, and humane in their 


actions. : 


Vo L. I. 2 Some 


—_ 

140. it, j 
1 1 
1 | 
"WRT 

\ 
1 $8) 16 
” : 
: U 
g 17 
. 
: 
| T 
N 
14 
1 ö 
vi : : 
i; i! 
0 | 
' : 
C \ 4 
i 
, . 
1 
"lt, l 4 
bi NN 1 
$435; 4 1 
1 17 
1 
1 't q 
1 
wit ' 5 
41, 1 
j NA 
Ma 00 
1 
Man 
1 
Wen 
i! + 
1 41 
: 14 
mn! . 
1 4 : 
| : : 
: | 1 
1 
"1 
* 
1 
if 
: 
[] : 
Wert s [ 
10 
1 p 
WHT |! 1 
p nr 
! 175 
l 
Aang 
i „ 
115 | 
- 

j hi 
Witt . 
| 1 1 
IT] : 
ETHEL 
Whit! Wl 
HAIR! 

in 
wer! 
Ul \ I 
'$: : 
T5 { 
WEN 
: Fore 
: : f ! 
+ 
WL 
* . : 
$M : 1 
”þ : 
: 1 | 
, j 
THEE 
- 1 
ran 
i} 6 f 
| 1198 
S599 11180 
. C 4 
114 4 
£ iN; 
, in 
: „ 
Nuts 
15 
. 
1 
. 
. 1 
4 - 
" : "1 
1 * 
c 1 
GAR 
125 
1 
"USA'S 
4 11 
: #: 
1 1 
1 * 
"By 
| 1 
1 
17 . 
9 i. £1 
b 6 
7 - ? LO 
x0 1, 
A 
' tal! 
x 


VE" ILY — 
3 
9 R mw — . 
— Oo of 4 ——•EL⁴̈œ oo 
* A 1 " 


1 


— 
—— — 


2 


— 
—— 5 ; 
— 4 . ” . - ” _ 
— — 's a - - 2 — - - - . - - - ” — — — — 
— a ö ” ” a 222 — be - TICS —— 
1 " _ * 9 * PE — he — — - a - > . ta > K . - — — 
— a = a FF - . <2. "*. — — — - N — I gs 
h - 4 a * - * . * * W. * — — — — — x __— yy — — — — — _ — 2 — — —— — — 
a „ „„ „ oe ——— be — . I — , : — —— — — — = + — — — — — === — -— —_ — — — — = 
S = Ay . - = 8 _ 
. 


26 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 


Some part of the harneſs of our 
carriage having failed, a ſtoppage was 
neceſſary to repair it; and being only 
a ſhort diſtance from Mansfield, I walk- 
ed forwards with an intention of per- 
forming the remaining part of the 
Journey on foot ; but deviating, in a 
ſtate of thoughtleſſneſs, from the direct 
road, I ſoon loſt myſelf in a venerable 
grove of oaks; in the centre of which 
was a copſe of fir and birch—a ſhep- 
herd's hut, raiſed in the form of a ſol- 


dier's tent, and covered with branches 


and leaves of the oak, ſtood on the 
verge of the copſe, between which and 
the grove was a beautiful lawn in 
paſture, covered with a numerous flock 
of ſneep. Neither the ſhepherd, who 
ſat 
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fat in the door of his hut binding up 
the leg of a ram, nor his dog, which 
lay fronting him, perceived me, un- 
til I was quite cloſe upon them—the 
dog gave warning of my approach, 
but the old man was too intent on his 
humane employment to take any no- 
tice of me; until having finiſhed, and 
liberated his charge, he accoſted me 
with much civility and good manners, 
& You fee, vir,” ſaid he, ** aſad ex- 
e ample of the bad effects of a diſſa- 
ce tisfied diſpoſition that ram, not 
«© content with the fare of his compa- 
© nions, muſt needs try the paſture 
& of his neighbour, but being oblig- 
ce ed to fly for the treſpaſs, broke his 
leg in the act of eſcaping: it will, 

C 2 S however, 
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however ſoon be well again; for 
where there are no impediments to 
the free exertions of nature, there 
are ſeldom any defects in the prac- 
tice—T have,” continued he, ob- 
ſerved, in many inſtances, both in 
the human and brute ſpecies, when 
gentle aids have been given to the 


efforts of Nature, they have ſucceed- 


ed when all the {kill of the learned, 
and experience of the practitioner, 
have failed, —Nature alike prevails, 
and is equally powerful through 
the whole of the animal and vege- 
table world—its exertions will, in 
every poſlible caſe, be found ſuffi- 
cient to re-eſtabliſh any derange- 
ment in the health and conduct of 

« the 
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the boundleſs creation of being 
obſerve the whole claſs of cattle, 
birds, animals and vegetables of 
every deſcription—they require no 
phyſician but inſtint—except thoſe 
unfortunate animals domeſticated 
by the brute and tyrant, man, 
which, by connection only, partake 
of his infirmities,—Look to the fea- 
thered race—they inherit, in their 
ſphere, a life, to which we can fix 
no certain period of duration, nor 
any ſpecific deceaſe whatſoever — 
the concluſions deduced from tame 
ones, are, and muſt be falſe—ſo of 
fiſhes and beaſts of the foreſt—the 
wilder the animal, the leſs it in- 
herits of the diſorders incident to 

©: man —. 
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c manga reflection that cannot be 
cc purſued without injury to the cauſe 
& of our exiſtence,” ——-] Was ſilent, 
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but attentive— the inference was as 
Juſt as the ſentiment was liberal—the 
only atonement we can make to * 
animals, which, unhappily for then 
have by Art and Oppreſſion fallen 
within our power and controul, is, to 
treat them on every occaſion with ten- 
derneſs and ſympathy, and to uſe 
them only when neceſſity requires, 
and then with mercy and kindneſs, A 
We were now arrived at the ſhep- 


herd's home—it was the cottage of 
Welcome, inhabited by Neatneſs and 


Senſibility—I was prevailed on to en- 


ter it, and was received by his daugh- 
ter- 
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ter-in-law and her three charming 
girls, (the eldeſt about twenty-one, 
and the youngeſt not more than ten. 
years of age) with a chearful, hoſ- 
pitable ſmile, .and a bluſh of modeſt 
ſurpriſe, and confuſed expreſſion. of 
innocent delight—The mother and 
two youngelt were employed in prepar- 
ing wool, and the eldeſt in ſpinning it 
into yarn for domeſtic purpoſes—T. 
was not in a diſpoſition to be capti- 
vated by any of the ſenſes—yet I 
could not reſiſt the attractions of this 
divine creature as ſhe tript backwards. 
and forwards at the wheel—It is an 
employment which ſhews, in the high- 
eſt ſtate of. perfection, the true graces 
of Elegance, Symmetry and Beauty.— 
C 4 The 
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The body and limbs are always in 
uniſon with, and ſupport each other 
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through all the varied diſplay of atti- 
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tude exemplified in dancing and walk- 
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ing, without the ſtiffneſs of faſhion 
and ceremony in the one, or confirm- 
ed habitude in the other There is no 
deſcribing this young woman but by 4 
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the pencil of a Bunbury—there was 
a ſoul of inexplicable ſweetneſs, in- 
nocence and ſenſibility expreſſed in 


every feature and form. Her manner 
correſponded with her ſentiments, JF 


and her dreſs with her ſtation—ſhe XZ 
wore a very deep brown coloured 
gown of the fineſt worſted ſtuff, and 4 
a light coloured petticoat of the ſame, 
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a blue cotton apron, and a white muſ- 
lin 
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lin handkerchief—ſtays are only wore- 
by thoſe whom Nature has left un- 
finiſhed—ſhe wore none—her cap was: 
of narrow chequered lawn, with a bor- 
der of narrow lace—a knot of brown: 
ribband on the front, and another of 
the ſame faſtened it behind—it was: 
cloſe to her head only on the top and 
front, and flowed around in almoſt a: 
circular form—her hair was. of the 
brighteſt brown, waving in the moſt 
luxuriant wildneſs of Nature, in vari- 
ed ringlets and treſſes on her forchead, 
temples and neck—the tip of her ear 
made a diviſion in a ringlet, and ſnew- 
ed that Nature had taken peculiar care 
in the formation of the minuteſt parts 


of this amiable peaſant, Unhappy 
C 5 temale ! 
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female! Thy perfections may be 
thy curſe !—Anticipation carried my 
thoughts forward to what may pro- 
bably be the fate of this beautiful 
girl—her youth—her innocence—in- 


experience and ſenſibility are of them- 
ſelves, bleſſings—but, oppoſed to the 


arts of man, are misfortunes—ſome 


. : | 
0 0 i * brute !—ſome unfeeling !—ſome un- 
6114 principled villain ! may gain upon thy 


| unſuſpecting heart—perhaps ruin 


Ul 

„ perhaps abandon thee perhaps de- 
Wy . 

8 bauch thy mind, new the ſeat of per- 
e | FO +." | | 
1 fect inndeence —rob thee of thy 
1 charms by diſeaſe !—of thy modeſty 


by baſe example !—and of thy virtu- 
ous principles by ſpecious and falſe 
1 reaſoning !—At beſt, perhaps, marry 
| | ſome 
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ſome wretch, inſenſible of thy worth 
and incapable of charming thy ſoul 
with a mutual ſentiment Heaven 
avert from thee, the ills-attendant on 
thy ſex !--I was indeed, my friend, 
ſo much agitated with theſe poſſible, 
nay probable conſequeuces, that I 
could not partake of their wholeſome 
meal, to which they preſſed me with 
much civility and politeneſs —How 
ineffectual are all the precautions of 
man !—T had indulged in a deſign of 
paſſing to. Mansfield in retirement and 
contemplation—and here had I: got 


entangled in. ſentiments. which held 


me in anxiety and bondage.—Although 
did not ſtay. half an hour. in this 
cottage, yet Fleft it with: impreſſions. 

C 6 of. 
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of uneaſineſs and reluctance “ I ſhall 
ſee you again,” ſaid I—when I took 


my leave, not recollecting the diſtance 


you are from this place— every tongue 
requeſted 1 would—and 1 thought 
the charming Adelina, whoſe counte- 
nance had for ſome minutes been 


clouded, ſeemed particularly pleaſed 


at the propofition, 

J arrived at Mansfield in time for. 
the coach, and got to this place two 
hours ago, where we are to ſleep— 
or rather to remain till the morning 
—you will receive this but a few 
hours before Iſhall have the happineſs 


of telling you in perſon how much, 


and how truly Lam, &c. 
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LETTER Ic 


MR. . TO MR. H-, LONDON: 


. 


L., June 25th. 
1 Thank you for the early attention 
paid to my requeſt it meets my beſt 
thanks and full approbation - ou are 


pleaſed with my ſhepherd and his 


family—I am not ſurpriſed at it 
I cannot ſhake off the effects of the 
incident—the beautiful Adelina! 
Heavens !—T have been here ten davs 


but neither Friendſhip nor Neceſſity 


can reconcile me to the circumſtances. 


of my preſent ſituation. 


My triend and his family are well 
and 
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and chearful they received me with 
joy and ſincerity I am to act and live 
as I pleaſe a ſuite of rooms is ap- 
propriated for my ſole and ſeparate 
uſe - why cannot I be happy in the 
poſſeſſion of ſuch indulgencies ?—The 
country is pleaſant=the neighbour- 
hood genteel and. ſociable—and the 
amuſements are, in taſte and elegance, 
equal, to thoſe of the capital=yect 
there is a vacuity in my mind. which: 
wants filling up—luxury 1s not living. 


I eat the choiceſt dainties, and 


drink the moſt delicious wines-with- 


out taſting them I repoſe on a down 
bed without being refreſhed and I 
Join in amuſements, ſports and ſa- 
ciety, without being ſatisfied—a re- 

troſpeck 
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troſpe& of what I was—a ſenſe of 
what I now am, ſuperſede all conſo- 
lation—time, they tell me, will wear 
out the traits—If the cauſe of ny 
affliction proceeds from mortified 
pride, and not affection diſappointed, 
it may be ſo—I have ſome doubts— 
the paſſions are indefinable—I will 
not at preſent venture an opinion where 
all my enquiries prove fruitleſs and 
undecifive. 

Oh! this waſte of time !—=of 
thought !—a torment to myſelf—un- 
profitable to the world—and diſtreſſ- 


ing and troubleſome to my friends 


I muſt not think. — Manage my affairs 
as you pleaſe—they are wholly in 
your power—and I am pleaſed that it 
is ſo—Adieu, 


4 L E 7. 
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LETTER . 


MR. Coo —= 10 MR. H 222 LONDON. 


L - +, Tuly roth. 


My time !—Alas !—what is time 
to me It has of late been variouſly 
employed—but to little—very little 
purpoſe I am a mere blank in the 
active and uſeful ſcenes of life, —I 
have formed an acquaintance with a 
Mr. B-- the village Apothecary—heis 
chearful and generous but a perfect 
materialiſt and libertine—my mar- 
riage and misfortunes are a ſecret to 
all here, except my amiable friends, 
Mr. and Mrs, $-- -, The Doctor 

thinks 
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thinks it very ſtrange that I am not 
fond of women—he has lately loſt 
his houſe-keeper, and Faily expects 
a niece of his to ſupply her place— 
he tells me I muſt fall in love with 
her—for ſhe is good, and beautiful as 
an angel—he is reſtrained from doing 
ſo by kindred—but I much miſtake 
if that will be any bar to his inclina- 
tions, provided the young woman's. 
virtue ſhall not prove too obſtinate 
for his arts—he numbers his conqueſts: 
in love, as a ſoldier would his victo- 
ries in battle—he has ſcaled walls and 
forced doors—he has profeſſed friend- 
ſhips and affections without feeling 
them —he has proteſted, ſwore, diſ- 


ſembled and flattered, and all to ruin 
tho 
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the peace of a fellow creature for a 
momentary gratification—yet he is 


merry and happy—talks of Virtue and 


Villainy—applauds the one, and ar- 
raigns the other—thinks he is honora- 
ble, if he is honeſt—and confounds 
the neceſſitous ſyſtems of ſociety with 
the moral rectitude of the heart—he 
can ſee the poor creatures, who have 
been the unhappy objects of his laſ- 
civious purſuits, expoſed to ſhame, 
and the reproach of enraged relations, 
and a miſ-judging world abandoned to 


diſgrace, miſery and diſeaſe - without 
emotion, ſympathy or regret-he 


points at them as the ſpoils of glori- 


ous conqueſts relates, with exultation 


and hardened indecency, the means 


and 
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and manner of his ſucceſs, with as 
little feeling and leſs ſorrow than a 
generous ſportſman would the death 
of the timid and harmleſs hare—Yet 
ſuch men live, and bear a diſtinguiſh- 
ed part in the boſom of ſociety—Is it 
poſſible ?—Yes—careſſed by thofe we 
call good and virtuous—Farewell. 
Yours, =—— 


LETTER XI. 


MR. CG. TO MR. H=, LONDON: 


L 2 July 28th. 
1 Am become the village phyſician 
— Mr. B. acts now only in a ſubor- 


dinate capacity—the knowledge and 
hiſtory 
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hiſtory of fimples employed the great- 
eſt part of my ſtudies at college, and 


I have often performed wonderful 
cures— I have even ſurpriſed my me- 


chanical apothecary, who profits con- 
ſiderably by my aſſiſtance and inſtruc- 
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tion—and indeed he conſults me on 
every occaſion with great deference 
and profound reſpect The moment 
his niece arrived, he came with joy 
and conſequence in his countenance, 
to invite me to drink tea with her 
my laughing at him did not make 
him ſenſible of the abſurd and 
improper requeſt-I was obliged to 
refuſe him in terms of contempt and 
reproach—* Fye, Doctor! What! ex- 
pole a young innocent creature, un- 


acquainted : 
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acquainted with the world as I un- 
derſtand ſhe is, and a perfect ſtranger 
to the manners and cuſtoms of your 
neighbours, to the uncharitable and 
ill-natured obſervations of her own 
ſex, and the indelicate and unpitying 
vulgarity of ours, without even time 
to prepare herſelf in the neceſſary eti- 
quette of compliments and company— 
if your nicce has the perfections you 
mention, do not deſtroy them by im- 
proper treatment—let her remain un- 
expoſed for a few days, until ſhe ſhalt 
be ſomewhat accuſtomed to your 
manner, and the economy of your 
houſehold—then introduce her gra- 
dually to your acquaintance—firſt to 
thoſe of her own ſex—and then into 
mixed 
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mixed company you ſay ſhe is a valu- 


able acquiſition to you—preſerve her 
ſo—to do which you muſt not only 
conceal from her your principles and 
laſcivious diſpoſition, but protect her, 
by authority, inſtruction and exam- 
ple, from others of the ſame deſcrip- 
tion—l ſhall have great pleaſure in 
paying my reſpects to your relation 
over a diſh of tea but it muſt be 


only when ſhe can receive company of 


our ſex without diſtreſſing her feelings, 


or affecting her ſituation.” The Doc- 
tor did not like this, and went away 
ſeemingly diſappointed—but I find 


it has been of ſervice to him, and he 


has adhered to my advice—the fe- 


male part of Mr. S's family viſited 
his 
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his niece yeſterday, and they ſpeak of 
her as a miracle of excellence—and 
obſerved, that they never ſaw the 
Doctor behave with ſuch propriety be- 
fore He has not ventured to viſit me 
ſince the above lecture, until this 
day, when he came with ſolemn ear- 
neſtneſs to Join the whole circle of my 
acquaintance in preſſing ſolicitations 
for me to make one in a large fiſhing 
party, propoſed for to-morrow, about a 
mile from the village, where they are 
to dine and ſpend the whole day on 
the bank of the river—The ladies 
are to partake in the amuſemenr—T 
envy them not—I have reſiſted every 
inducement, and poſitively refuſed to 
accompany them—it ſays but little, 
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to my heart, in favour of ladies 


who can joininſuchdiverſions.--Would 


the tender Adelina do ſo ?—T am ſure 
not.—I deteſt, and am fhocked with 
every exerciſe (I cannot call it plea- 
ſure) which deſtroys the peace and 
affects the life of animals—this, of all 


others, is my particular averſion—fiſh 


are a ſpecies of animals which ought 
to be exempt from our tyranny—they 
inherit an element of their own—they 
encroach not on our rights, nor do 


they deſtroy our property—we have 


no claim on them for their food, nor 


can we have any prejudice at their 
ſituation— to ſee a harmleſs and inof- 
fenfive creature tortured and drag- 
ged from the boſom of its home, its 
com- 
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companions, and attachments—to gra- 
tify the abandoned inclination or feed 
the luxurious appetite of man, is a 
ſcene ſo inconſiſtent to a rational mind, 
that it ought to be diſcountenanced 
with the whole force of precept and 
example—befides, angling is an un- 
manly and ungenerous ſport—to be- 
guile to death under the ſemblance of 
giving ſuſtenance, is mean and trea- 
cherous—and the torturing one crea- 
ture to enſlave and deſtroy another, 
can only be practiſed by a mind to- 
tally incapable of feeling or of 


thought—there are animals, whoſe 


natural ferocity and deſtructive diſ- 
poſition require correction nay death | 
—but this ſhould be inflicted with 

Vo I. I. 1 mercy 
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mercy and tenderneſs—not executed 
with a variety of lingering and ago- 
nizing torments, to amuſe the vitiated 
taſte of man—Mr. S. 1s in other re- 
ſpects endowed with great humanity 
but in angling he forgets himſelf — 
cuſtom, in this reſpect, has perverted 


his nature, and he indulges in the 


ſport with pleaſure and avidity.—I 


loſe all paticnce and charity with hu- 


man nature, when I reflect that there 
are hearts ſo depraved as to enjoy the 
art of deſtroying the beautiful and 


harmleſs trout—as to ſee him, with 


ecſtaſy of pleaſure, tortured 6n the en- 
fanged hook—driven from one end 
of his habitation to the other, in the 


moſt agonizing diſtreſs—till ſpent and 
4 breathleſs, 
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breathleſs, he yields to his deſtiny 
and the ſavage arts of man !—and 
ladies too! 


LETTERS 


MR, . TO MR, H---, LONDON. 


| L - - - -, July 29th. 
Th E occurrences of this day have 


created ſenſations, which, I am afraid, 
will not ſoon be ſuppreſt—they threa- 
ten dreadful calamities—unconquera- 
ble afflictions I am the ſport of for- 
tune—a mere machine actuated and 
depreſſed without knowing how or 
for what cauſe—my mind is always 
engaging in tranſactions foreign to 

„ my 
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my intereſt, and excluded from my 
hope—I contrive to ſhun every thing 
that is likely to involve my paſſions 
in perplexities, and embrace what I 
conceive may enliven and ſoothe them 
hut in endeavouring to avoid ſorrow, 
I ſeldom fail to meet it All that I 
combine in theory, is deſtroyed in 
practice I will no more reſiſt nor 
oppoſe my fate, but yield obedience 
ro whatever theſe myſterious impulſes 
impoſe on me. 

From a principle of averſion to the 


ſport, I had peremptorily refuſed to 


Join with the fiſhing party, but told 
Mr. S. over night that I ſhould ride 
in the morning, and probably not re- 


turn till the next, or ſecond day fol- 


lowing— 
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lowing—my intention was a viſit to 
the ſhepherd's cot, although at a diſ- 
tance of forty miles during a ſleep- 
leſs night, I had revolved this matter 
over and over again—there was an 
impulſe that urged me to purſue my 
defign which I could not account for, 
nor reconcile to the action there was 


no impropriety in it, and the idea 


ſomehow compoſed and quieted my 


reſlections the influence to go was 


ſtronger than the power which held 


me- yet I could not determine the 
morning was uncommonly beautiful 
the ſun aroſe with benignity, and 
diffuſed a ſoft vivifying influence over 
all the wide extended hemiſphere 
the vapours aſcended from the ſur- 
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face of the waters to acknowledge the 
attracting power of the glorious lumi- 
nary—the ſhrubs and flowers reared 
their drooping heads, and mixcd 
their grateful odours with the morn- 
ing dew—the mountains ſmiled, and 
every created object joined in thank- 
ing the Eternal Being for the bleſſ- 
ings of returning light and warmth 
—the general joy reached my ſoul, 
and placed a ſerenity there which had 
long been a ſtranger—“ I will viſit 
my humble philoſopher,” ſaid I his 
happy life and converſation will im- 
prove by example and precept theſe 
pleaſing ſenſations” —It was momen- 
tary—T refolved—relapſed—hefitated 


and trifled until the hour of ten.ä— The 
fiſhing 
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fiſhing party had proceeded early to 
their ſport—and without conſulting 
minutely the cauſe, or adopting any 
preciſe motive, I mounted my hor{c 
and rode, I knew not for what or 
whither.—I had not proceeded more 
than a mile when I found that I ha 
paſſed the river over a handſome ſtone 
bridge, and that a fimilar one preſent- 
ed itſelf at a ſmall diſtance before me 


I was on the iſthmus of a peninſula 


Sand to my left, on the meadow, 


which the extreme bend of the river 
encircled, I perceived the marquee 
of the fiſhing party pitched—I was 
diſpleafed with my fituation—The 


gentlemen were diſperſed on the bank 


of the river in eager purſuit of the 
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ſport, and the ladies were dancing on 
the lawn to the ſoft notes of the flute, 
which a gentleman that fat in the 
door of the tent, played moſt charm- 
ingly—On the oppoſite ſide of the 
ſtream, the bank was exceedingly 
high, rocky and declining—forming 
a beautiful and deep amphitheatre— 
the broom and the dwarf birch cover- 
ed the ſpaces between the rocks, and 
exhibited a grand and pictureſque 
ſcene. They perceived me not, and 
I continued my rout for two hours 
without any fixed defign—and almoſt 
with as little did I turn my horſe, and 
traverſe the ſame back again until 
I came to the bridge—which inſtead 
of croſſing, I followed a path that 
ſeemed 
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ſeemed to lead round the bank on the 
oppoſite ſhore to where they were fiſh- 
ing. Fortunately or unfortunately, I 
know not whether, as I approached 
the wing of the amphitheatre, the 
road brought me cloſe to the river— 
the ladies were all gathered round a 
gentleman, who ſtood on the verge 
of the ſtream, and ſeemed attentively 
to purſue the courſe of his line, as it 
traverſed the pool—they did not ob- 
ſerve me, and juſt as the road was 
leading me from their view, a vio- 
lent ſcream drew my inſtant attention 
—[I diſcovered that the ground on 
which they ſtood had given way, and 
that the gentleman and two ladies had 
fallen into the river—it was at leaſt 
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ten feet deep—T did not heſitate, but 
ſtruck my horſe into the ſtream, and 
ſwam acroſs—the gentleman and one 
lady were got out ſafe before I reached 
the ſpot—but the other lady was a 
conſiderable diſtance from the ſhore 
and in the moment of ſinking none 
of the gentlemen could ſwim, and ſa 
great was their diſtraction and confu- 
fion, that they were purſuing no means 
to remedy the defect, nor did they 
perceive me till I had got off my coat 
nd boots, and plunged into the river 
AI went thrice to the bottom with- 
5 out ſucceſs—on the fourth attempt I 
brought her up, and with ſome difh- 
culty reached the ſhore—ſhe was quite 


ſenſeleſs and to all appearence lifeleſs 


her 
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her face black and her features diſ- 
torted.— The Doctor's lamentations 
pierced my heart—they were unfeign- 
ed“ O my niece! My niece!“ 
ſhe was carried to the tent and the 
methods to recover her were unre- 
mittingly purſued for ten minutes 
violent throbbings agitated her ſto- 
mach — the water iſſued from her 
mouth quick and convulſive breath- 
ings preceded a general warmth—her 
colour gradually returned, and reviv- 
ing life flowed rapidly into her young 
veins—at intervals ſhe groaned and 
ſobbed moſt piteouſly at laſt her eyes 
ſeemed to regain the faculty of diſ- 


tinguiſhing—and her memory that of 


perception caught her eyes for a 
D 6 Moment—» 
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moment—they were directed at me 
with aſtoniſhing wildneſs, and in- 
quiſitive amazement—it was eaſily ac- 
counted for—my diſaſterous appear- 
ence—a ſtranger and the only man 
preſent except her uncle, were mo- 
tives for ſurpriſe and diftruſt—ſhe 
raiſed her head—T turned away ſhe 
ſhrunk down— gave a deep and heavy 
ſigh and fainted—The ladies ſoon re- 
covered her, and a Chaiſe being ar- 
rived, ſhe was conveyed home. The 
day's ſport ended, —We returned ro 
the village—lI in penfive ſadneſs—the 
ſportſmen in regret and diſappoint- 
ment cannot proceed—I am not 
only unfortunate but miſerable—to- 
moi row I will give you the ſequel. 
LE T- 
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LETTER XIII. 


MR, C---=- TO MR. H, LONDON. 


L 5 July zoth. 


I Know not where I left off—where 
I am to begin—circumſtances and 
events have multiplied and crouded 
ſo faſt and ſo ſtrangely upon me that 
I can ſcarce collect my thoughts ſuf- 
ficiently to give you the reſidue of 
this unfortunate tale—T am never diſ- 
pleaſed at any accident that ſeems to 
reprove the practice of cruelty, unleſs 
the reproof exceeds the crime—the 
misfortune of yeſterday was nearly 
terminating in this manner.—TI have 


been loaded with thanks and carefles 
for 
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for the ſhare I had in it—TI deſerve 
them not—and they only diſtreſs me 
—the Doctor's gratitude is unlimited 
Lit knows no bounds—he came in 
the evening to acquaint us with the 
ſtate of his niece's health—* A cor- 
dial, ſays he, and a few hours 
cc ſleep have almoft reſtored her 
only a little flighty—her recollec- 
cc tion is not yet perfect but I have 


5 


La) 


* 


c 


© now left her compoſed and eaſy, 
« and by the morning ſhe will be 
« quite well—I told her who it was 
that ſaved her—and I could not 
perſuade her to reſt quiet until I 
« promiſed to carry her moſt grate- 
«& ful acknowledgements to the per- 
« ſon who had riſked ſo much to 

« ſave 
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ſave a life not worth preſerving— 
theſe were her very words ſhe 
eagerly enquires for intelligence 
about you- your name — the time 
you have reſided here - your dreſs 


L —your diſpoſition—and indeed a 


variety of queſtions as unneceſſary 
for her to know, as it is imperti- 
nent in her to aſk them—But when 
her ſcattered thoughts are collected, 
which I hope a night's ſleep will 


effect, ſhe will be aſhamed to hear 


what ridiculous fancies the incident 
has raiſed in her brain l aſſure 
you J had ſome difficulty in appeaſ- 


ing her, and nothing but my com- 


ing here with her meſſage could 
have accompliſhed it—when I chid 


« her, 
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her, ſhe was filent—looked penſive 
and diſturbed then haſtily renew- 
ed her enquiries “ Was it not he 
who ſtood by me and held my 
hand when I recovered 9” “ Tt 
was—ſhe covered her face in the 
cloaths . I have ſeen him be- 


fore — l know I have—!I feel I have 


—it is ſtrange—very ſtrange.” — 
You ſurpriſe me Doctor,“ I replied, 
I have no recollection or remem- 
brance of your niece--indeed I have 
not ſeen ſo much of her countenance 
and form as to enable me to make 
any poſitive concluſion I think ſhe 
muſt be miſtaken, or her ſenſes are 
wandering--what part of the country 
has ſhe reſided in?“ “ In N—, a 

| « ſhort 
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« ſhort diſtance from Mansfield” — 
«© Has ſhe a father?“ ““ ſhe has a 


- 


« 


grandfather, and her mother is my 
«© fiſter ”—© of what occupation is her 
grandfather ?““ He has a ſmall 
« farmofhisown, and lives on the pro- 
duce of the flocks which he feeds on 
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* 
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* 


* 


& jtꝰ “ and her name? Is Adelina 


M- Enough Doctor my God |— 
e my God!—how wonderful is thy 


Lay 


c 


{© providence !--indeed it is ſtrange— 
very ſfirange'—Why did my limbs 
tremble my heart beat my cheek 
glow, and my pulſe throb?ꝰ Why was 
my tongue convulled—my mouth 
parched—and my throat choaked ?— 
*© You ſhall go to bed,” ſaid Mr. S—, 
« fatigue and anxiety have affected 
| your 
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0 your health and diſcompoſed your 
«© mind—refſt and comfortable fleep 
& will relieve you”—I ſhook my 
head—it was all the anſwer I could 
make—he led me to my room, 
buried in contemplation and amaze- 


ment—Adieu—God bleſs you. 
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LEI TER AN 


MR. C--=-=- TO MR. Hoc o, LONDON. 


L., Auguſt 2d, 


MB. s. could not be prevailed on 


to leave me on any terms but thoſe 
of my going to bed immediately—1 
promiſed to do ſo—but ſleep and all 
inclination to reſt had fled from me 
The Sorrows of Werter lay upon my 
table—T took it up—ſighed—read 
—and wept—the ſympathetic tear 
warm from the heart poured in tor- 
rents down my cheeks—1I proceeded— 
„How often when I have lain down 
in my bed have I wiſhed never to 
% wake 
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& wake again! and in the morning 
J open my eyes, I again behold the 
&« ſun, and I am wretched.” —A 
gloomy darkened ſhade ſtopt me 
the letters were covered with a pale 
and fickly hue—the remnant of the 
candle had ſunk within the ſocket 
its diminiſhed light was faſt con- 
centering in a point—the outlines 


of the room were already dark—and 
the gloom ſoon covered my narrow 


hemiſphere—I caſt my eyes up to 


the periſhing rays yet trembling 


on the ceiling—the contracted circle 
orew leſs and leſs—the cfforts of light 


were feeble and momentary—the 


ſparks drew to a ſmall point twink 


led for a ſecond and vaniſhed. —I 
cloſed 
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cloſed my eyes—folded my arms— 


ſtretched out my limbs, and in this 
poſition waited the dawn of morning. 
I walked into the village—all was 
huſhed in filence—the watch of the 
faithful houſe-dog was ended—Auro- 
ra's nymphs had relieved him, and un- 
der their benevolence he was enjoying 
reſt from his labour. —“ Sleep on thou 
honeſt guardian of thy maſter's life 
and property May thy head lay al- 
ways ſoft and thy heart eaſy !” 

I paſſed the Doctor's houſe—the 


windows were all ſhut, and the cur- 


tains cloſe drawn—the pretty ſimple 
Robin was mellowing his ſweeteſt 
notes to charm his mate—he ſat upon 
a dwarf apple tree which grew in a 

pot 
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pot on the outſide a chamber window 


Perhaps the tender Adelina now 


liſtens to thy ſong, and is ſoothed 
with thy plaintive voice !—Tender ! 
it cannot be—did ſhe not engage in 
the angler's ſavage ſport—and enjoy 
the torture of the harmleſs trout ?— 
Thy throat is ſtrained in vain for her 
— Tenderneſs and Adelina can no 
more be joined.” —My ſteps increaſed 
and my ſtrides lengthened I haſted 
from ſo unpleafing a refle&tion—1 
wandered unknowing what I wiſhed, 
or what I wanted—lIt was late before 
I returned and the family waited break- 
faſt—* We have been uneaſy about 
e you” ſaid Mrs. S. and ſent to 
* enquire if you had been at the Doc- 

“ tor's” 
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cc tor's'—* Sent to the Doctor's, ma- 


« dam!“ “ and the Doctor has been 
cc here in conſequence, and joined with 
& us in anxiety for your return, leaſt 
© ſome misfortune had befallen you 
© his niece is perfectly recovered 
come let us be chearful— we are g0- 


ing to ride this fine morning to K. 


and I hope you will accompany us” 


c 


La) 


With pleaſure madam' - ſend to 
the Doctor's to enquire for me! what 


can they mean by it! Adieu.— 
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WEE ASK AV, 


MR, O TO MR. H===, LONDON, 


L., Auguſt 5th, 


Ir is the ſame Adelina—the grand- 
daughter of my philoſophic ſhepherd — 
ſhe, who gavemea perfect comprehen- 
ſion of what Grace and Elegance mean 
—Jhe, who, in ruſtic obſcurity diſ- 
played charms which would enlighten 
and inflame a court—ſhe whom theſe 
hands brought from the bottom of 
the deep—whoſe life hung upon the 
ſlender thread of accident—T have 


ſeen her—ſhe is compleately reſtored 


to health—T have contemplated the 
wondrous 


or. 
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wondrous beautics of her mind and 
form—and I ſee that ſhe is the moſt 


perfect of all created beings. 


LETTER XVI. 


IR. . TO MR. H=, LONDON, 


Auguſt 6th, 

Re ASON and Prudence are vainly 
applied to correct or amend the inci- 
dents of human conduct the one can- 
not calm the paſſions, nor can the 
other make us fortunate—they are 
nigh ſounding qualities, but very in- 
ſignificant reſources—Hypocriſy and 
Inſenſibility would better diſtinguiſh 

Vo. I. E them 


= 8 I ts "445 - ac — 
1 
8 N — - * 


— — 


* 
_— — =_ * * Py a ”* = = * 
* ry - — 0 er — nf _— 4 . Teh IS _ — N 0 * 9 — 
Y 1 8 N. 5 1 - 2 STIL f Av $747 22 2 A, > > 
— FRY... de 2 . PX : \ 


74 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 


them than the titles they now bear— 
when I hear a man of ſober life and 
large experience directing the afflicted 
to ſeek for comfort in the uſe of rea- 
ſon, I conclude that he has found 
ample benefit himſelf in what he re- 
commends—Aſk him of his hopes— 
his defires—his ſtate of mind, —Diſap- 
pointment has ſoured his temper—he 
cannot forget what his expectations 
his poſſeſſions—his enjoyments once 
were. Clouds and darkneſs han g upon 
his evening meditations—not a chear- 


tul ray enlivens his morning ſong—— 


his days are all embittered by reflec- 
tion, and while he tells me that he 
calmly ſubmits to the dictates of Rea« 
ſon 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 75 


ſon and Religion, his heart is wrung 
at the moment with the ſorrows of 
painful reproach—if he has any com- 
fort, it ariſes from compariſon—from 
beholding ſome other wretch more 
unfortunate, more deſponding than 
himſelf—it is all a cheat—the fabled 
god of Fanaticiſm and Superſtition— 
like the gildings and pompous inſcrip- 
tion on a monument, which preſerves 
the aſhes of ſome deſpicable wretch 
from inſultand contempt.—Hypocriſy 
and Pride, under the maſk of Reaſon 
and Prudence, cover the miſeries of 
diſappointed hopes and unſatisfied 
ambition, I deteſt it all—the effu- 
ſions of my ſoul have always flowed 
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in copious and unconfined ſtreams— 
my actions, my wiſhes, and feelings 
are all written on my forchead, and I 
go into ſociety with them naked and 
uncovered— 1 will continue to do 
ſo in ſpite of ſyſtems and ſanctioned 
cuſtoms. 
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LETTER XVII. 


MR. O TO MR. H-, LONDON» 


IL. „ Auguſt 8th. 


TAE Doctor's officious civilities 
never ceaſe they diſguſt me- but 


they are accompanied with ſo much 


anxious ſincerity and good- nature, that 


I cannot be angry at him. — Our ride 


to K. was very pleaſant the maturi- 
ty of the harveſt is a glorious proſpect 
- the fields, waving with their luxuri- 
ant and golden ſtores, call forth the 
gratitude of every heart, and dreſs in 
imiles the face of the humble peaſant, 


the honeſt farmer, and generous 
E 3 lord 
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Jord—T felt the infſuence it reached 
and exhilerated my ſpirits—it was 
general—our little ſociety received the 
warm impreſſion with a viſtble and 
heartfelt joy, and we returned home 
to dinner pleaſed, ſatisfied and chear- 
ful, 

As we rode paſt the Doctor's I had 
a momentary glimpſe of Adelina as 
ſhe turned haſtily away from a window 
which fronted the ſtreet——Tt was like 
the paſſing ray of a ſunbeam chaced 
by the ſhadow of ſome invidious 
cloud To-morrow,” ſays Mrs. 8. 
* we are to ſpend the day with the 
ce Doctor could not pacify him 
6 this morning until I promiſed for 
*6 you, as well as the whole family. I 
« aſſure 
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aſſure you he is a liberal and plea- 
fant man in his own houſe—in- 
deed I could not find in my heart 
to mortify him with a refuſal, he 
was ſo ſolemnly earneſt and preſſing 
— and, had you ſeen him pleading 
and entreating for my interceding 
with you, you would forgive me 
the liberty I took in anſwering for 
you.” Mrs. S. is an excellent wo- 


man—ſhe looks in the countenance 


and conduct for the ſentiments of the 


heart, and never fails to gratify them 


when ſhe has the power to do ſo. 


We had ſcarce finiſhed dinner when 


the Doctor arrived—very grave and 


ſeemingly in much tribulation—he 


ſoon explained himſelf, for he has no 
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reſerve, by acquainting us that his 
niece had been taken ſuddenly ill be- 
fore dinner. © Tis true,” ſays he, 
«© ſhe is better again, but the girl is 
e fo thoughtful and grave fince the 


« accident, that J am really afraid of 


0 


K 


her head—her vivacity has totally 


La) 


left her and unleſs company wear 


La) 


* out the diſagreeable and horrid im- 


C 


A 


preſſions, I know not what I ſhall 


© make of her—ſhe is the child of 


ice my adoption, and I love her as my 
5 ſoul—ſhe has got ſuch whimſical 
« fancies—finds fault with my dreſs, 
« and begs I will have a dark raven 
« grey coat with ſtone coloured waiſt- 
« coat and breeches—1 would gladly 
« humour the dear girl—but I do 

cc nat 
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& not think ſuch a dreſs would ſuit 


«© my profeſſion and corpulency— 
«© What do you think, Sir ?—Oh ! I 


& ſee you have one of the ſame—it 


6 muſt be faſhionable then—well—. 


La, 


& well — I'll have one likewiſe.“ Mrs. 


S. looked at me — ſo did Miſs S. —T un 
derſtood their eyes, but could not 
anſwer them did not before knov- 


what I wor 


< .- +. 
—_— } 


* ... — 
= — a 


0 Hons SN? En 
2 


FF OH 


. 2 2 
— — 2 
- - ——— 


= — Foe 


— beer Ip oo oo IO 
- x £2 » IN 
- — — 
— — — 
* 2 — > 
— — — * 


1 1 =_ =_ = =_ —_ Tz — — — — 1 — _ „ — — * © "_— 
— — 7 - * . = — 2 — — —_— — 
— . 22 : — —— bn —= x — = 2 - - - > — 2 — = =_ 
; * >. * — — — —— - <3 . ws : 2 — 
— — — — — "4 — = — — 5 — — — - WG — 
re "= — — — — 2 2 = — — = _ | — = = — — = * — - > T T 2 7 — — SE 
2 Ke = — 5 == = = — — — — — — - — — I - ] 
— — = 41 — — — — gw - — — > — - — — . — — — T —_ = 
= - — : > — — — 2 — — — — — — — — — — — ER 
— — — — - - - — — 8 — ER — : - = _ — — — £ 
= 9 — — = — _ — — 
— — ” — = — — _ — — — 2 — = — — — — < = — = — —— — 
— * - — << er 7 = ” — — = _— + — — = = — — — — — — — — » 
— 2 — ———— —— - — . 2 — — _- — * 5 —— — — =" 2 
— — <= = — 2 — _ — - — — — — 
— — = —— — = — — . — — — - 82 — 5 — — : = A —— — 
— — — - m_—— — — — — — — - — - 
\ 


82 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 


LETTER XVIII. 


MR. C=---- TO MR, H LONDON» 


IL. ., Auguſt th. 
I Entered the Doctor's houſe with 


very different ſenſations to thoſe which 


accompanied me in the ſhepherd's cot, 


although the ſame angel inhabited 
both—Adelina was in the garden, but 
ſoon joined us in the parlour—it is 
not poſſible, thought I, as ſhe ſaluted 
the ladies, that this elegant creature 
can be a ſhepherd's daughter—the 
eaſe, the gracefulneſs, modeſty and 
propriety with which ſhe carries and 


conducts 
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conducts herſelf are more than hu- 
man—T approached her with a viſible 
timidity and profound reſpect I can- 
not deſcribe what I felt as I took her 
hand—ſhe trembled violently, nor 
could I ſcarce articulate Nothing, 
“ madam, can give me equal plea- 
c ſure to beholding you in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of health after ſo dangerous an 


La, 


* 


6 
accident and I beg leave to join 
© with your friends in congratulating 


you on the preſervation of a life 


c 


* 


which muſt be dear to them as well 
6e as to all who have the happineſs of 
« your acquaintance.“— With a ſof 
tened tear of melting gratitude moiſt- 
ening her beautiful eye— ſhe replied 
Af life is a bleſſing, it is you, Sir, 
E 6 | 5 who 
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c who have made it ſo to me—mine 
5 1s become ineſtimable by the value 
te of the ſtake which was riſked to 
& redeem it”—She held down her 
head—the ſtarting tear was in her eye 
—it fell upon my hand—the impreſ- 
ſion is indelible.—She faw me look at 
it—and ſhe ſaw one from my eye fall 
befide it—the ſenſation was mutual, 
and I am ſure it was virtuous—her 
uncle led her to a chair, and I turned 
to the window—ſympathy had placed 
a ſweet memorial in every eye preſent 
—and it was a powerful one for ir 
was filent—That tear — /a leur! — 
The ſenſitive drop ſoon found its way, 
by abſorption, to the heart, and ex- 
panded every artery there I have en- 
circled 
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circled the ſpot where it fell, with a 
mark which can never be effaced— 
A few moments removed all confuſion 
—and Adelina was perfection on every 
occafton—I received much pleaſure 
in finding that ſne highly diſapproved 
of having engaged in the fiſhing party, 
and that the ſport had wounded her 
render boſom “ Let us forget it, 
ſaid Mrs. S.“ whatever good may 
be the conſequence I know not, but 
„no evil has yet been produced by it.“ 
—We talked of her grandfather—her 
mother and fiſters—and the ſweet cot- 
tage it was a theme that conciliated 
all jaring and tumultuous paſſons— 
Her mother and youngeſt ſiſter had 
© oſten talked of me,” ſhe ſaid, © and 

«© wiſhed 
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6 


N 


wiſhed I might return to viſit them 
& as I had promiſed—they will all be 
ce happy to hear to whom their gra- 


N 


titude is due for having a child 
5 and fiſter.” 

The Doctor ſeems greatly changed 
of late—his obſcenity and illiberal 
opinions of the virtue and modeſty of 
women have quite left him, and he 
really thinks that there are women, 
with whom a man may live, in mar- 
riage bonds, chaſte and happy.—I 
join with him fully in opinion, not- 
withſtanding my experience has been 
a fatal inſtance to the contrary there 
are women indeed !—happy !—ſu- 


premely ſo! 


LET 
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LETTER XA 


MR, C---- TO MR. H LONDON, 


L., Auguſt 4th. 
83 Doctor has been giving me 
an account of Adelina's family—it is 
not a pleaſant one— the father has 
been dead about two years, and all 
their dependance is on the grand- 
father, who has been long a widower 
his former life had been employed 
in a very extenſive line of commerce, 
by which he acquired a conſiderable 
fortune, but, by the extravagance of 
his only ſon, whom he placed at an 


early 
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early age in the army, and his own 
liberal and generous diſpoſition, which 
knew no bounds when either real or 
fictitious diſtreſs preſented itſelf, had 
long ſince been reduced within the 
narrow precincts of his little farm and 
cottage, on which he now reſides. in 
perfect contentedneſs.—His ſon, when 
a lieutenant, married the Doctor's 
ſiſter they were efteemed the hand- 
ſomeſt pair in the kingdom, and, un- 
til the birth of their youngeſt child, 
the happieſt —About that time he 
had occaſion to viſit London, and left 
his little family in the quarters of the 
regiment until he ſhould return—It 
happened, unfortunately, that he lodg 
ed inahouſein =— ſtreet, kept by two 
ſiſters, 
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ſiſter, whoſe characters he never once 
thought of enquiring into they were 
of the worſtclaſs of proſtitutes. With 
the ſemblance of virtue, ſenſibility 


and honour in their public conduct, 


they poſſeſſed the vileſt of principles, 
and practiſed the fouleſt of crimes in 


private—they were ſpecious, artful, 


and vicious—with elegant forms, al- 


luring faces, and infinuating manners, 
they ſeldom failed in their attempts 
to ruin the generous, unſuſpecting, li- 
beral heart—no wonder then that 
Captain M - - -, who poſſeſſed uncom- 
mon ſenſibility, impetuous ſpirits, and 
2 ſanguine conſtitution, ſhould fall 
into their ſuare — ſo it was—the eldeſt 
of the ſiſters, in a few days, fo far en- 


gaged 


8 
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paged his affections that he totally 

neglected the buſineſs he went on, 

his family, his intereſt, and his cha- 

racer. — He drew from his father, 

under vague pretences, almoſt the 

whole of what remained of his ſhat- 

1 tered fortune, and took up all the ar- 
. rears which he had in his agent's 
1 hands. — With part of this ſum he 
purchaſed an annuity for Mrs 


9 
and the reſt he laid out chiefly in 


cloaths and other articles for her uſe 
and benefit,—In three months this 
ſum, not inconſiderable, was wholly 
The affectionate and 


anxious endearments of his diſtreſſed 


expended. 


— 


wife and family the remonſtrances of 
8 his father —and ſolicitations of his 
friends, 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 91 


friends, which had been ſo often ur- 
ged to call him back to Honor and to 
Virtue, had hitherto failed. But this 
being thought a proper ſeaſon to re- 
peat them once more—he yielded a 
momentary obedience to ſuch power- 
ful incentives, and left the ſtew. of 
this vile woman for a temporary re- 
fuge in a friend's houſe.— She knew 
her profeſſion well and ſhe knew her 
object better.— His commiſſion was yet 
untouched, and it was of too much 


conſequence, to her, to be eaſily parted 


with—But as all acceſs to him, in her 
own likeneſs, was denied her, ſhe was 
obliged to have recourſe to her never= 
failing invention,—She therefore dreſ- 


fed herſelf as an officer of the regi- 
ment 
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ment to which he belonged, and un- 


der that diſguiſe procured a private 
interview with him at his friend's 
houſe, without the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion. 
she ſucceeded, and brought him 
away with her; nor did his friends 
find out the manceuvre until ſome 
days after. He ſoon ſold his commiſ- 
fion for two thouſand guineas, with 
part of which he increaſed her annui- 
ty; and the remainder ſcarcely ſup- 
ported her vanity and extravagance 


fix months,-It was no ſooner ex- 


hauſted, and every reſource vaniſhed, 
than her pretended love and affection 
vaniſhed alſo—and without endea- 


vouring to conceal her indifference, 


or cover her intentions, ſhe turned 
him 
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him out of doors, and immediately 


attached herſelf to a wretched, dri- 


velling counſellor, who had lodged a 
few days only in her houſe, —The un- 


fortunate Captain M—— made his 
peace with his father and his family 
— but his fortune, his honour, his 
character, and his happineſs, were for 
ever fled. —He returned to the cot- 
tage of his good old father, who had 


there nouriſhed and ſupported his 


amiable family ever ſince his apo- 


ſtacy.— But the reproach of his own 
heart was too ſevere for his for- 
titude to repel; and he loſt his ſen- 
ſes in the conflict. About two years 


ago he ended his miſerable life in 


a mad-houſe.— Mrs M— has a ſmall 


ſettlement ; which, with the old man's 


farm, 
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farm, forms all their wealth, —The 


Doctor's property will, no doubt, 
centre in the family, as it is not likely 
that he will ever marry,—Unhappy 
children ! and more unhappy mother ! 


robb'd of your ſupport and protection 


— a father's fondneſs, and a huſband's 
love—Needs there a ſtronger evidence 
of a future ſtate than the morality of 
this tranſaction Can any rational 
ſoul ſuppoſe, that the wretch who 
contrived and executed this ruin, al- 
though ſecure in the bleſſings of this 


life, will not atone for it in ſome fu- 
ture world? —It muſt be ſo.—If this 


is diſbelieved, what ſpeculation can 


be binding on the human mind 
None — 
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LETT REY 


MR. .. TO MR. H-, LONDON. 


L ----, Auguſt 16th, 
Eve RY thing approves by its prin- 
ciple, and illuſtrates in its conduct, 
the beauty and perfection of the ſyſtem 
of the univerſe. —Time is carrying the 
original idea of Nature forward, with- 
out a pauſe or retrograde motion, to 


ſome determinate end, of which we 


have no perfect conception. A cauſe 


or motive is ſeen in the minuteſt crea- 
tion,—The fate of man to himſelf on- 


ly is indefinable.— My ſterious clouds 


and 


96 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT». 


and darkneſs cover all his proſpects, 
and his life is a paradox of wonderful 
and ſtrange incidents and events, which 
he can neither foreſee nor prevent. 
Who can ſay — © To-morrow will 
«© bring me happineſs — Peace will 
* ſhed her benign influence o'er my 
& heart and Plenty crown my warm» 
« eft hopes”—when the ſting of a 
gnat ſhall diſcompoſe the whole 
frame—or a few particles of yellow 
duſt render the mind miſerable—Oh ! 
tis folly all.—I am bewildered with 
my unhappy fituation—Like one who 
has ventured to explore ſome vaulted 
cavern, in hopes of penetrating thro? 
the baſe of a mountain to avoid climb- 
ing its ſummit, I look back on my 

Journey 
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journey to view the progreſs I have 
made, and perceive, that the wide 
ſpace where I entered is drawn to a 
very circumſcribed aperture, and the 
blazing light diminiſhed to the glim- 
mer of a feeble ſtar—but all before me 
impenetrable darkneſs, doubt, and 
horror—and the next ſtep I take may 
ſink me to perdition.—- Thus am TI 


fixt, fearful to proceed, and unable 
to return, 
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— 
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LETTER XXL 


MR. C-==-='TO MR. H, LONDON. 


L., Auguſt 17th, 
Wur ſhould I oppoſe my fate, or 
diſſemble with my feelings.—I can 


neither alter the one, nor ſuppreſs the 
1 other.— Oh Adelina! Adelina! thy 
. perfections have prevailed over laws, 
[i ceremonies, bonds, and reſtriftions— 
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I confeſs thy power, I feel thy in- 


fluence, and adore thy virtues—Oh |! 
my friend ! every faculty of my ſoul 
; is contracted to this charming crea- 
ture, by ſome ſecret, irreſiſtible power 
ſome poſitive prepoſſeſſing agent, of 
whom 
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whom I have no knowledge, and over 
whom I have no controul—Yes, my 
friend—my companion—to you I lay 
open my heart—to you I unfold the 
ſecrets of my wretched boſom.—T love 
Adelina with a paſſion which cannot 
be ſullied by circumſtances, nor de- 
ſtroyed by time.—And, I have rea- 
ſon to think, that her breaſt glows 
with mutual affection.— What can LI 
do? How conduct myſelf ?—Adviſe 
me— tell me to fly from this place 
to ſave myſelf to ſave one whoſe 
happineſs is dearer to me than thou- 
ſands of worlds. Mr. S— and his fa- 
mily, I perceive, ſuſpect my attach- 
ment Indeed I do not endeavour to 
hide it—I have no diſcretion where 
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my heart is engaged—But my ſitua- 
tion—Oh ! my unhappy ſituation !— 


How inconſiſtently am I acting How 


deceiving myſelf? —deceiving this an- 
gel !—How little does ſhe think that 
I am under the bondage of marriage ! 


Fly from her I muſt—Aſſiſt me 


in this ſevere conflict I am miſer- 


able without hope of conſolation— 
But do not ſuffer me—Heavens ! do 
not ſuffer me to involve Adelina in a 
fimilar diſtreſs, —My time of late has 
been wholly ſpent in her company 
If I attempt to ride, before I get half 
way out of the village I ſend back my 
horſes, and go directly to the Doc- 


tor's—and if I walk, it terminates the 


ſame way—All amuſements—all com- 
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pany, are joyleſs to me, unleſs ſhe 
partakes in them—Indeed, go where 
I will, her praiſe is the ſubject of con- 


verſation every tongue is loud in ex- 


tolling her perfections—and if J re- 
tire to my cloſet, my heart receives, 
on reflection, more ſolid and confirm- 
ed impreſſions.— Where will this end? 
In nothing fortunate, I am afraid 
My God, how am I involved? How 
am I to be extricated 
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LETTER XXII. 


MR, C TO MR. H==-, LONDON: 


> 


L. , Auguſt 28th, 


ſolation; but, alas! nothing can ef- 
fectually relieve me.— I am preparing 
to follow your advice, as ſoon as my 


mind can be fixed to encounter ſo ſe- 


vere a trial.— Ves, my Adelina, I will 
leave thee—I will preſerve thy ho- 
nour— thy fame — and, I hope, thy 
happineſs— What is it that bears a 
conſideration, when put in competi- 
tion with them Nothing nothing 


I am reſol ved 
LET- 


Your letter gave me ſome con- | 
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LETTER XEAlL 


MR. C „ TO MR. H ===, LONDON, 


L -- „F Auguſt zoth. 
I Have, in confidence, opened myſheart 
and intentions to Mr. and Mrs. S. They 
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have, for ſome time, ſeen and lament- 

ed the occaſion of my new diſtreſs, 

and they approve of the means you 

propoſe to remedy it, although hurt- i 

ful to their feelings and their wiſh.— Y 

It is not for myſelf that-I agree to the 

expedient of abſence—It can be of no 

ſervice in alleviating or removing my 

affections—affections ! which the ſoul 
F 4 | muſt 
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muſt have inherited in its original na- 
ture and properties—The heart, once 
fo fixed, can never know a ſecond 
choice—can never vary from, nor loſe 
In forgetfulneſs, the object which was 
deſigned for, and attached to it, by 
the laws of Nature and creative Om- 
nipotence—But for Adelina's ſake I 
will make this cruel experiment—1 
expect not to enjoy that ſupreme hap- 
pineſs, of joining my heart to a mu- 
tual love.— The bar that ſtops my 


paſſage to this divine attainment, is 


fixed—immovable—Pity me, then, 
but do not endeavour to conſole me— 
it will be of no effect Let me in- 
dulge in that luxury of woe which 
my hard fate impoſes. 
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I am not reſolved on what method 
to purſue on my departure—I muſt 
conſult Mrs. S-, Her amiable heart 
is bleeding for me—is bleeding for 
Adelina—How am I curſed in diſtreſ- 
ſing thoſe I eſteem and love I tremble 
at the dreadful taſk of unfolding the 
ſecret to Adelina—I ſee how much 
ſhe will be affected by it! ſee that 
it will be more than I can bear- 
The Doctor is very ill, and has 
ſent for me; ſo good night 
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LETTER XXIV, 
MR, . 10 MR. H==--, LONDON. 


L ----, Auguſt 31ſt; 
I No ſooner entered the Doctor's 
houſe laſt night, than I perceived 
ſome unuſual perturbation in the fa- 
| mily,—I went up to his room—he 
was in bed—and Adelina ſat by it's 
ſide, erying.— At my entrance ſhe 
ſtarted, and ſeemed violently agita- 
ted. „ Heavens, Adelina!“ I ex- 
claimed,“ what is the matter? Why 
* this ſorrow 2% —* O! my uncle, Sir, 


"Mi 
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« js very ill.” — Her tender heart 
could fay no more; and ſhe left the 
room, choaked with grief.—I follow- 
ed, and aſſured her there could be no 
danger—and having ſoothed her, I 
returned to the Doctor, Who was, by 
his appearance, very ill.—He deſired 
me, in a low voice, to lock the door. 
« My dear friend,” ſaid he, you 
* behold a wretch who has but a few 
„ hours to live—T have ventured on 
a cure for all my ills - Burthened 
«© and oppreſſed as I have for ſome 
5 time been, with a paſſion which I 


* 


could neither gratify nor eradicate, 
“ have applied the only means in 
* my power to ſilence the impetuoſi- 
* ty and violence of my conſtitution, 
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“ by reducing it to it's original no- 
ce thingneſs. - By this I perceived 
that he had ſwallowed poiſon; and I 
ſtopped him from informing me of 
the cauſe of having done ſo, but inſiſt- 
ed on his acquainting me with the 
nature of the drug.— Threats and per- 
ſuaſions at laſt prevailed, and I loſt 
not a moment in adminiſtering the 
moſt powerful alteratives and repel- 
lants—They took effect, and, in a 
few hours, all fears of danger ceaſed 
> — ] fat with him all night, and in 
the morning he was pretty well reco- 


vered—Neither his niece nor enquiring 


friends are acquainted with the cauſe 


of his illneſs; and I mean to keep it 


a profound ſecret even from Mr, S—. 
Adelina 
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— Adelina and I breakfaſted in his 
room The recovery of her uncle a- 
nimated her ſpirits to ſuch a happy 
temperament of vivacity and ſweet- 
neſs, as would have charmed to vir- 
tue even the inhuman ruiner of her 
father's life and fortune, —Her uncle, 
however, ſeemed only agitated and 
tortured by her increaſing aſſiduities, 
and preſſed a haſty meal.—When we 
had finiſhed, he begged ſhe would 
leave us, as he had ſomething to com.. 
municate to me of much importance. 
—The dear girl turned pale, and left 
the room, with the tear ſwimming in 
her eye. — Having again locked the 
door by his deſire, he proceeded 
« Had you not interpoſed with your 

« friendſhip 
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friendſhip and ſkill, I had long ere 
this paſted the gates of death, and 
been fixed in a ſtate not to be re- 
verſed nor amended. That event 
is ſuſpended only for a ſhort time— 
for I cannot live—But allow me to 
employ this interval in diſcloſing 
to you the ſecrets of my heart, and 
repairing any indifcretion or error 
which the diſturbed ſtate of my 
mind muſt have occaſioned, when 
I adopted the reſolution of ending 
my life Let me thank you, my 
beſt friend, for having procured 
me this opportunity. The benefit 
of your advice will greatly add to 
the adjuſtment of my affairs, and I 
know you will give it with candour 
c and 
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and juſtice —You muſt have ob- 
ſerved, that for ſome time paſt my 
ſpirits and health have greatly de- 
creaſled—my former courſe of life 
become hateful to my ſentiments, 
and inapplicable to my preſent con- 
duct. The occaſion of this change 
is not the effect of ſubſided paſ- 


ſions, but pafhons awed into re- 


ſtraint and converſion, by the pow- - 


erful influence of Virtue, Beauty, 
and Gracefulneſs.—I am ſure I need 
not point out to you the object 
which has occaſioned this reforma- 
tion—All who have ſeen Adelina 
muſt feel and confeſs the irreſiſtible 
attractions of Modeſty and Virtue, 
when combined with ſuch perfec- 
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tions as ſhe poſſeſſes.— Ves, my 


friend, 'tis ſhe alone who has inno- 
cently occaſioned theſe dreadful 
proceedings. When ſhe firſt came 
to my houſe, her improved form 
and face ſurpriſed me.— I ſaw ſu- 
perior beauty and gracefulneſs— 
but I ſaw her only as a mere wo- 
man, whoſe perſonal accompliſh- 
ments conſtituted the whole of her 
perfections. I looked not for mind, 
ſentiment, or principle,—Theſe I 
had never ſeen cultivated or eſteem- 
ed by the fair ſex —A form, finiſh- 
ed by Art or Nature, to the ſtand- 
ard of faſhion, was all I had ever 
obſerved to employ the female 
mind, And I muſt confeſs, that 
under 
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under the impreſſion of theſe no— 
tions, I had formed defigns inimi- 


cal to the honour and virtue of A- 


delina—But I was not ſuffered to 


enjoy long theſe baſe ideas —Her 
prudent wit, and amiable manners, 
ſoon taught me to reſpect her; and 
her chaſte modeſty, and unaffected 
ſenſibility, called forth every fa- 
culty of my ſoul to the pureſt paſ- 
fions of Love and Friendſhip.— The 
continual inſtances wherein I ſaw 
her add dignity to the moſt trifling 
concerns, raiſed my admiration of 


her to a ſtate of phrenzy. My 


whole time was alternately conſu- 


med in melancholy and madneſs.— 


I ſtrove much to conceal my at- 
« fections, 


* 
= 
*F 
*1 
- 
U [ 
: U 
1 
. 
a 
L 
* 
«i 


— 


I14 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 


5 fections, and more to conquer them. 
5 I reſorted to diffipation, and plun- 
« ged myſelf into exceſs of debauch- 
6“ eries—l endeayoured to regain my 
e wonted opinions and inclinations 
6“ but in vain.— The purſuits which 
& had formerly been my chief plea- 
** ſure, now appeared moſt odious 
“ and deteſtable.—1 tried to reconcile 
c conſanguinity —diſparity of years 
& Land the chance that there was no 
« pre-engagement—with an honour- 
* able connection—Kindred was on- 
6 ly a ſyſtematical objection, eaſily 
« gver-ruled by a virtuous heart— 


& age was of leſs conſequence, be- 
& cauſe Caprice or Convenience might 


&© make it a matter of choice but a 
« heart 
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heart previouſly devoted was inca- 
pable of being diverted—and that 
this was the caſe, J had ſtrong ſuſ- 
picion ever fince the unfortunate 
accident which happened on the 
fiſhing party.—Vet, under all theſe 
poſitive diſadvantages, I was 
anxious to know her heart and ſen- 
timents—My peace, my happineſs, 
my fate, depended on it—And nozw 
my doubts are cleared to a moral 
certainty,—Her accompliſhments, 


you know, are many and elegant 
but ſhe poſſeſſes one drawing 
—which, until very lately, I knew 
not of, —For ſeveral days paſt ſhe 
has been much alone, and every in- 


terval of leiſure has been ſpent in 
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her own room. -I did not notice 
this change; nor have I, in any 
inſtance, intruded on her privacy. 
But yeſterday morning, as J paſ- 
ſed by her dreſſing- room the door 
ſtood half opened; and, being ve- 
ry early, it alarmed me.—I ſtepped 
ſoftly forward, and perceived her 
ſitting in a morning dreſs, at her 
commode table; and on it ſtood a 


ſmall drawing-box, which I had 


not before ſeen,—Her left arm 


reſted on the table, and the palm 
of her hand ſupported her reclining 
cheek. —In her right hand ſhe held 
a drawing-pencil, in the attitude 
of deſigning—and her eyes were 
intently fixed on ſome object that 
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lay before her on the table, but 
which I could not diſtinguiſh. — 
There was a peculiar ſoft melan- 
choly thoughtfulneſs diffuſed over 
her countenance, and ſhe ſeemed 
totally abſorbed in ſtudy and con- 
templation.— Her whole ſoul ap- 
peared immovably engaged; and I 
advanced a few ſteps to learn the 
cauſe. The object was too ſtri- 
king to require heſitation in deci— 
ding what and who it was.—It was 
a full length miniature drawing 
and the portrait—yours.—The fea- 
tures, manner, and ſoul, ſo ſtrong- 
ly expreſſed, that till then I never 
ſaw the excellence, nor felt the 
power of the art,—My heart ſhrunk 
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cc within it's limits, and my foul 
c trembled at the certitude of its 


& fate. I retired unperceived; and 


« as I went out at the door, I heard 


ce her riſe up, and ſay,” I want no 
* fittings to obtain a likeneſs; I can 
* finiſh thee much better from the traits 
£ imprefled on my wretched heart.'— 
The poor man's ſenſations were vio- 


lently agitated, and in me they were 


- fill more ſo.— The weakneſs of hu- 


man nature overtook us, and we wept, 
from ſympathy and mutual feelings. 
I entreated him to reſerve the refidue 
of what he had to ſay until the even- 
ing.—He wanted reſt—he wanted a 
ſupply of ſpirits and compoſure to fi- 
niſh ſo affecting a taſk, —1T was equally 

| involved. 
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involved. Do not leave me long,” 
ſaid he, © but go and give comfort 
c to that angel's heart—ſuffer it not, 
« for one moment, to ach—ſatisfy 
& her that I am better, and that you 
& will He could not finiſh the 
ſentence, but fell back in his bed, and 
ſobbed moſt piteouſly.—It was fortu- 
nate for me that Adelina was in the 
garden when I went down.—l left a 
meſſage for her with the ſervant, and 


haſtened home, overwhelmed with ſo- 
lid woe 


— * 
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LE I SER AMY. 


MR. C---- TO MR. H, LONDON, 


L - - - -, September 2d. 


Is it the common inheritance of 
man, or is it peculiar to my deſtiny, 
to be wretched in every purſuit and 
connection through life? What ho- 
nour can the Deity derive from tortu- 
ring a wretch, a reptile like me ?— 
To what wiſe purpoſe can it tend? 
Can it exalt his fame, or can it add 
to his pleaſure ? Oh ! no; the thought 
is impious blaſphemy.—Thou ! whoſe 


mercy extends through all thy mighty 
works 
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works ho toucheſt not the meaneſt 
of thy creatures, but in wiſdom, ten- 
derneſs, and juſtice—nnly thou know- 
eſt to what end I was created, and for 
what purpoſe I am unhappy !—Yet 
if] offend not in preferring an humble 
prayer—do thou enable me to bear ; 
my ſufferings with reſignation, and I 
my joys with a grateful heart !-Cor- | 
rect my paſſions, or deſtroy them !— 

And oh! let thy will be the eternal 

law of my ſoul ! 


Such is my preſent temper of 
mind, that I have not power to tran- 
ſcribe the ſequel of the poor unhappy 
Doctor's narrative—To-marrow, per- 
haps Adieu! 1 


Vor. I. G L E T- 
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LETTER XXVI. 


MR. O TO MR, H, LONDON, 


L - - - -, September 4th. 
1 Returned, as I had promiſed, ear- 


ly in the evening, to the Doctor's. — 


He was fitting in the parlour, with a 


bundle of papers lying before him, 


and Adelina was reading the beautiful 


poem of Monimia.—On my entering 


ſhe laid it down, and was going to 
retire ; but I led her back to her ſeat, 
and intreated her to finiſh it,—** Do, 
„my dear,” ſaid her uncle, I feel 
6e how 
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«© how much ſentiment can attach the 


heart.“ —She ſweetly complied— 


4 « > - — * 
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„Of all the promiſes of youth, 

« The tears, the tenderneſs of truth, 
of The throbs that lovers ſend ! 

«© The vows in one another's arms, 


„The mutual ſympathy of charms, 
„My God, is this the end!“ 


Her melodious voice, and harmo- 
nious accents, conveyed the words in 
ſuch ſweet and ſoftened ſounds of af- 
fliction, as ſoothed the turbulent, and 
collected the ſcattered paſſions to liſ- 
ten moſt attentively to this tale of 
real ſorrow—Every word was num- 
bered with a tear—TI could not raiſe 


my head—her uncle was worſe—he 
G 2 ſobbed 
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ſobbed as if his heart was burſting— 


her voice faultered—yet ſhe proceed- 


JP 


% Wayes that reſound from ſhore to ſhore, 

Rocks loud rebellowing to the roar, 
« Of ocean, ſtorm, and wind! 

% Your elemental war is tame, 

To that which rages in my frame, 


„The battle of the mind.“ 
With downcaſt eyes, in muſing mood, 


A lucid interval ſhe ſtood 
The victim of deſpair ; 


Her arms then toſſing to the ſkies, 
In ſobs and broken accents cries, 
« My God! my Father! where!“ 


The laſt line choaked the paſſage 
of utterance, her articulation failed, 
and a ſhower of tears burſt from her 
eyes. 
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eyes. It is too much—it is too 
© much,” exclaimed the Doctor, and 
cried like a child. —I threw myſelf on 
my knees at her fide, and graſped her 
hand—* Oh Adelina !”—it was all I 
could ſay—my head fell on her arm, 
and ſhe leaned her cheek on mine— 
It was bathed with the heavenly-di- 
ſtilled drops of ſenſibility, and infu- 
ſed a warmth into my ſoul that filled 
me with ecſtaſy and rapture. For- 
give me, my friend, if, in thoſe mo- 
ments, I forgot my ſituation, forgot 
the honour of my nature, and the 
happineſs of others, to indulge in the 
divine luxury of ſentimental miſery 
and mutual affliction. Worlds would 


have been trifles, in my eſtimation, 


* 
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to what I then felt—to what I ſtill 
feel. —Heaven itſelf could not have 


balanced the bleſling—The touch of 
her cheek—the preſſure of her body 


E the throbbing of her boſom—and 
the pal pitation of her heart are ſunk 
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within the centre of my ſoul, and 


there will remain while that inde- 
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finable ſpirit has a being. 
The Doctor's violence of paſſion 
rouſed us—he rather ran than walked 
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about the room and his exclamation, 
60 Why do I live? Why do I live?“ 
brought back my recollection, and 


hen, _ 
+ > 
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Adelina's fears. —It was ſome time 
before we could reſtore him to calm- 
neſs, and then not ſo effectually as to 


ſupport him through the remainder 
of 
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of his narrative I therefore prevailed 
on him to defer it till the next day.— 
It was late before I left him; but poor 
Adelina went early to bed. This 
man, who a very few weeks, nay, 


days ago, had a ſtore of health and 


„ \ 
chearfulneſs, and a mind untouched 


with care or grief—is now ſhrunk to 
a ſhadow — melancholy — and moſt 
keenty afflicted with the bitterneſs of 


ſorrow. Adieu, my dear friend— 
Adieu 
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LETTER XXVI. 


MR. C-===- TO MR, H-=-, LONDON. 


L. - -, September 5th. 


I N the morning I found the poor 
unhappy man very weak ; but he 
would not any longer delay to finiſh 
his fatal hiſtory. 

* You will pardon me, my beſt 
5 friend, when I inform you, that 
<* not only my envy, but my rage, 


© were directed againſt you —How 


* 


© I got down ſtairs I knew not, nor 


& what were my actions and ſituation, 


until I found myſelf ſtretched on 
the 
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the ground, by the mulberry-tree, 
at the bottom of the great bank in 
the orchard. —I looked up, and 
perceived that ſome heavy body 
had ſwept away the dew, with part 
of the earth and graſs, from the 
top to the bottom. The motion 
muſt have been rapid, for the im- 
preſſions were deep and ſtrong.— 
My hat lay at ſome diſtance from 
mel took it up, and returned to- 
the houſe—In my way through the 
garden, I perceived, that Adeli- 
na's little parterre of ſhrubs and 
evergreens was totally deranged— 
the pots thrown. down—and the 
plants deſtroyed. — The reflection 
ſmote me to the heart; for I ſaw 
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ce the traces of my feet on all the bor- 
& ders. —As I entered the parlour, 
«© where ſhe was waiting breakfaſt for 
« me, ſhe ſtarted at my appearance— 
« My dear uncle, where have you 
«© been? What is the matter? You 
cc are all over ſtained with clay and 
« graſs — you look ill—very ill. — 


«© Your countenance is quite chan- 


« ged, and you ſeem diſpleaſed and 


« ſhocked; has any misfortune hap- 


< pened to you ? Has any perſon uſed 


& you ill, or offended you !—Let me 
« ſend to Mr. Ss for Mr. C-; he 


A 


will adviſe—he will aſſiſt you.—!l 
« know the confidence and depend- 
« ance you have on his friendſhip and 


ſkill—and TI know he will be happy 


660 in 
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© in ſerving you”—And ſhe rang the 


bell“ He can do me no good—1 


cc 


cc 


want none of his advice or friend- 


3,” 


ſhip—l1 wiſh I had never ſeen him.” 


—The ſervant opened the door.— 
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You are not wanted” —“ O my 
uncle! how you frighten. me !— 
how your looks, your words pierce 
my heart —They are daggers to 
my ſoul! For Heaven's ſake, re- 
lieve me from the moſt dreadful 
apprehenfion, and explain the my- 
ſtery—It is not poſſible that Mr. 


C- could incur your diſpleaſure 


—he whoſe diſpoſition and man- 


ners are the unerring examples of 
all that is humane, elegant, and 


virtuous —whoſe nature and con- 
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duct are ſo mild and blameleſs that 


he would not offend, far leſs di- 


ſtreſs, the meaneſt reptile—Nor 
would he contend in anger with any 
being, unleſs in the defence of in- 
jured Virtue, and opprefled Inno- 
cence —And, I am perſuaded, that 
your preſent diſlike to him muſk 
proceed only from his having flood 
up in behalf of ſome helpleſs and 
oppreſſed object And if ſo, may 
Heaven reward, bleſs, and pre- 
ſerve him!“ ! Damn him and I 
threw myſelf on the ſopha, foaming 
with rage. I know you will excuſe 
me; but the combining incidents 
of the morning, and the intereſt- 


ing, elevated warmth with which 
« ſhe 


cc 


cc 
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ſhe ſpoke your juſt praiſe, drove 
me to deſpair and deſtra&tion—I 
ſtarted up—Damn him, he a- 
lone 1s the cauſe of my preſent tor- 
ment, and I will this inſtant ſacri- 
fice him—and ſtept towards that 
fide of the room where the . piſtols 
were hanging—fſhe ſaw my inten- 
tion and flew, with every mark of 
deſpairing wildneſs in her counte- 
nance and action, to intercept me 
-—and as I laid hold of the caſe in 
which the piſtols were, ſhe ſhrick- 
ed aloud— O mercy Heaven!“ 
and fell lifeleſs at my feet. There 
needed no other motive than this 
affecting ſcene to ſoften my rage, 
and divert my baſe and mad defigns 


El ran 


cc 
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U ran to the ſhop and returned 
without bringing what I went for 


—] curſt myſelf—-the world—and 


even Heaven, for having ſuffer- 


ed me to deſtroy the angel that lay 


ſenſeleſs before me.—My diſtrac- 


tion was now greater than before, 


but of a very different kind—it was 


for Adelina's life !—I roared with 


the utmoſt vehemence—the maids 


came into the room—they unbut- 
toned her morning dreſs, and had 
not ſome figns of returning life 
then appeared, I ſhould have turn- 
ed the fatal inſtrument againſt my- 
ſelf, which was deſigned for you-- 


ſhe lay on the carpet with her head 


reſting on the ſervant's lap, and 


© the 


cc 


cc 
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the moment her recollection of the 
cauſe, which had produced her pre- 
ſent ſituation, returned, ſhe haſtily 
raiſed her head and darted a look 
of the moſt fearful wildneſs to 
where the piſtols hung—ſhe ſaw 
they were ſtill there—her eyes then 
rapidly turned upon me, with the 
moſt fierce and poignant upbraid- 
ings—ſhe fighed piteouſly—laid 
down her head, and muttered © I 
will return home—O that I had 
never left it!! This was a ſevere 
reproof to mel felt my own un- 
worthineſs—I felt aſhamed and 
mortified—I felt the baſeneſs to 
which I was reduced by a hopeleſs 


and unconquerable paſſion—her in- 


© nocence 
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nocence and ſenſibility your no- 
bleneſs and humanity - ſtruck me 
with the enthuſiaſm of imitation 
it was then J felt the neceſſity, and 
formed the reſolution of putting 
an end to my life. Such a ſacrifice 
only could relieve me—only could 
atone for my paſt offences againſt 
Innocence and Virtue—could give 
peace to Adelina—and the choice 
of happineſs to my friend—T felt 
calmed and ſatisfied with this de- 
termination—the warmth of diſin- 


tereſted love glowed in ny heart, 


and enlightened every faculty of 


my ſoul— I would have parted with 
a thouſand lives to have removed 
Adelina's fears—to have reſtored 
4 her 
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her former tranquility, and again 
ſhared her confidence. The ex- 
treme of tenderneſs ſucceeded the 
extreme of rage,—I humbled my- 
ſelf before her in all the ſoothing 
and ſorrowing contrition of a truly 
repentant ſpirit—the ſudden change 
pleaſed and revived her—and as 
the ſervants and I placed her on a 
chair, ſhe ſaid, © What fiend of 
mifchief could have occaſioned this 
dreadful difference—to provoke you 
to ſuch horrid menaces?* © She 
looked at the piſtols and burſt in- 
to tears—it was a preſage of 
leflening grief—and I was rejoiced 
to ſee thoſe beautiful emanations af 


the heart flow ſo plenteouſly.—It 
« is 
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impoſſible for the moſt hardened 


heart to behold innocence and vir- 


tue ſuffering without being ſoftened 


cc 


I was more—l felt all the morti- 
fication of ſelf-convicted malice 
and meanneſs, and ſought only 


how to ſuperſede ſo deſpicable a 


fituation—her enquiring eyes awed 


me to a ſtupid filence—I dared not 
to raiſe my head, nor could I ut- 
ter my ſentiments—1 had every diſ- 
poſition to ſatisfy her—to remove 
her griet—her anxiety—her doubts 
—but the conſcious inequality of 
my conduct with her's checked me 
But ſtimulated by the pofitive 
neceſſity of doing juſtice to her— 
to you—and to myſelf—I ordered 

„„ the 
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the ſervant out of the room, and 
thus addreſſed her! Let me en- 
treat my deareſt niece to ſuppreſs 
thoſe angry looks, and to judge of 
her unhappy uncle not as he Has 
acted, but as he will act. An in- 
tention to offend her never did, 
nor can exiſt with him—his late 
conduct can ſcarcely by himſelf be 
accounted for—the cauſe was not 
unnatural, but unfortunate—and 
although I fecl the flames which 
lighted up that paroxiſm of phren- 
zy in my brain, ſtill burning with 
unabating violence in my heart, yet 
the certainty of deſtroying the in- 


nocent cauſe by perſiſting in a fruit- 


leſs and defenceleſs purſuit, has re- 


4 ſtored 
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© ſtored me to honour, though loſt 
* to happineſs—The man, whom | 
0 threatened, is of all others the ncar- 
«© eſt my heart and eſteemand fo 
« far from attempting his life, I 


* would lay down my own to make 


c 


* 


him happy, becauſe I know he de- 
* ſerves to be ſfo”— And has my 
* dear uncle had no quarrel with 
© Mr. C. interrupted Adelina eagerly, 
© has he no malice nor cauſe of 
revenge againſt him? —“ None, 
« my dear, none—ſhe fell upon her 
& knees, and kiſſed my hand with 
« fervent rapture—her eyes ſparkling 
* through the tributary tear of Grati- 
« tude, with the moſt expreſſive joy.” 


* Bleſs my dear uncle, bleſs him — 
and. 
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« and Oh that I could remove from 


* his mind every thing that may 


© cauſe him the leaſt diſquictude.” 


© ——[ could not anſwer, and as 
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I raiſed her to a chair, a ſmall 
caſe of white ſattin dropt from her 
boſom—it opened as it fell, and 
unfolded your portrait—ſhe haſtily 
ſnatched it up, but not without 
perceiving that I had ſeen it—her 
face, from extreme paleneſs, was in- 
ſtantly fluſhed with the bloom of 
the roſe—andas quickly rechanged 
he held the picture in her hand, 
and trembled violently—I ſaw her 
diſtreſs and confuſion—and that 


my abſence only could relieve us 


both -I went into my ſurgery, and 
im- 
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% immediately after, heard her go up 
& to her on room—the reſolution 
*& which Thad taken from neceſſity, 
© now became a principle of choice, 
& founded on ſolid and inconteſtable 
* grounds—] had outlived Pleaſure, 
* I had outlived Hope—the world to 
% me was compriſed in one object be- 
“ yond my reach Wretched to my- 
cc ſelf, and unprofitable to ſociety, 
« for what end, for what uſe could 
« my exiſtence be prolonged none. 
&« —] therefore ſat down with firm- 
ce neſs and compoſure, firſt to make 
„my will, and then—my exit,—] 
* had but one bequeſt to make, and 
6 few conditions and inſtructions 
% my will was therefore ſoon com- 
| pleted 
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pleted—I wrote a letter to you, 
and made a ſtatement of all my 
affairs—having thus ſettled my ac- 
count with the world, I returned 
to the parlour to finiſh my life— 
the piſtols were removed, as were 
every other hoſtile inſtrument 
which had been there in the morn- 


ing—my profeſhon furniſhed me 


with means almoſt as ſpeedy, and 


equally as powerful, and I reſorted 


to them without hefitation—I em- 
braced the potion as my laſt and 
beſt friend—to life I could annex 
no ideas of happineſs—to death 
no apprehenſion nor terror—the 
laſt convulſive throws—the laſt 


rendings of my heart I conſidered 
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& and believed would be the laſt of 
& all perceptible fecling through the 
e vaſt regions of eternity—as ſuch 1 
entered on the buſineſs of death, 
* without thoſe pitiful interruptions 
from a hypocritical conſcience, ir- 
& rational miſtaken conception, and 
& ſyſtems of religion unſupported 


& by reaſon, or even common ſenſe 


© hut I will not trouble you with 


% my opinions—1 know they do not 
& coincide with yours—Adelina has 
« removed my prejudices againſt a 


& refined paſſion but who can re- 


„ move the prejudices againſt a fu- 


ce ture ſtate? I ſee you are offended 
«© —] will have done—indeed my 


& ſpirits are quite exhauſted, 
3 


* 


cc 


cc 
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«© The interval between adminiſter- 
ing the fatal draught, and its firſt 
ſymptoms of operation, was 2 
dreadful ſpace -I went privately 
to bed, and had determined not to 


* ſee my poor Adelina again—but the 
thoughts of the diſtreſs ſhe muſt 


feel when my fate ſhould be finiſhed 
and made known to her, urged me 
to diſcover to her my approaching 
end, though not the cauſe of it.— 
The alarm of my bell was a ſuffi. 
cient meſſenger—in a moment ſhe 
was by my bed-ſide, pale and agi- 
tated—with tenderneſs ſtreaming 


from her eyes—a nobleneſs of ſoul, 
and dignity of mind, pervading her 
countenance and manner, ſhe ſweets 


Vol, I. H & ly 
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< ly expreſſed her anxiety and fears” 
£ —Have I offended my dear uncle? 
© Have the guiltleſs indiſcretions of 
© an inexperienced heart deprived me 
© of his confidence and friendſhip, 
© and rendered me unworthy to ſhare 
£ in his trouble, or adminiſter to his 
4 wants? What have I done to be 
7 excluded from performing the du- 
£ ties of my ſituation in your family, 
s eſpecially at a time when your 
© health requires ſo much the atten- 
© tion of a careful and affectionate 
£ nurſe; and your mind, ſeemingly, 
the conſolation of a faithful friend? 
£ ] will not preſume to ſay that my 
# abilities are fully adequate to the 


duties of thoſe offices but, in point 
of 


748 


0 
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of affection, ſincerity, and inten- 
tion, I will yield to no one. — The 
in voluntary wanderings of my heart 
have not interfered with my duty, 
nor in any inſtance diverted my at- 
tention from your intereſt and hap- 
pineſs.— The tender and affectionate 
manner with which you have always 
treated me, and the eſſential con- 
cerns with which you have truſted 
me, made me feel my ſituation the 
happieſt in the world—and I own 
that theſe indulgences greatly flat- 
tered my vanity, and elated this 
heart of mine to acts of innocent 
preſumption, but they never made 
me forget the deference and reſpe& 
due to my uncle—my father—and 

H 2 as 
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s my friend. —It is therefore that 


N 


your diſtruſtful conduct, now, 
makes me ſo wretched—It is true 
I am but a woman—a young—fim- 


Mm 


ple—timid, and unexperienced wo- 


N 


man ſuſceptible of all the infir- 


AQ 


mities incident to my ſex—yet—T 


N 


feel there are certain paſſions which 
poſſeſs the ſoul with fortitude and 
magnanimity, and inſpire the mind 
to think and act above the common 
concerns of life, and level of my 
ſex My dear uncle will, there- 
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fore, be ſo good as to make me 
uſeful to him, by intruſting me 
with whatever may be neceſſary to 
make me ſo, and I think he will not 


b find his confidence ill-placed, I 
5 have 
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have for ſome time obſerved, with 
much ſorrow, the uncaſineſs that 
* hangs about you—and if, by my 
* preſence, attention, and ſervices, I 
cannot aſſiſt in removing or alle- 
viating it, I muſt conclude that my 
abſence may. — “ Her words were 
„ daggers ſharper and keener than the 
% poiſon which rankled in my heart. 
© Thou moſt excellent and moſt 
WL amiable of women! I exclaimed, 
& entertain not ſuch ſentiments of 
© your unhappy uncle—T would a- 
cc void, if poſſible, diſtreſſing thy ten- 
ec der nature but my fate is upon 
“ me, and my life drawing faſt to a 


ce final period—be not alarmed, my 
4 dear Adelina—thou wilt be the haps 
| - SE & picſt 
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5 pieſt of women, and that though: 
« js the only conſolation I find in theſo 
« awful moments—enquire no far- 
« ther, but, believe me, that thou art 
« dearer to my heart than Heaven to 
the zealot's ſoul.” 
O, my uncle, do not talk ſo— 
Heaven will, I hope, preſerve you 
in life and health for many years !— 
Your ſpirits are depreſſed, and your 
mind ſeems diſturbed—t wiſh you 
would permit me to ſend for—— 
© How unfortunate ! — Inſtru&t me 
© how to prepare ſome cordial for 
your relief—TI know what will do 


you good“ and away the ran down 


6e ſtairs, —] felt my fate approaching, 


« and I wiſhed to ſee you, as well to 
& ſatisfy 
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ſatisfy Adelina, as to gratity my- 
ſelf. —I likewiſe recollected ſome 
material omiſhons in the ſtatement 
of my affairs, which were abſolute- 


ly neceſſary for my executors to be 


* acquainted with—T therefore rang 


the bell—Adelina inſtantly appear- 
ed: Will you ſend, my dear, for 
Mr. C 


advice and aſhſtance.—She ſtarted, 


? I want his immediate 


hefitated, and looked wildly round 


the room I repeated my requeſt, 
afluring her, that you only could 
give me eaſe and conſolation.— The 
ſervant that inſtant coming into the 
room, ſhe gave directions accord- 
ingly, but with viſible and violent 
emotion. I, however, perfectly 
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“ pacified her before your arrival, 
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and removed every trait of appre- 
henfion from her mind. —What ſuc- 
ceeded you beſt know, for you was 
the chief actor.—I little thought 
that you could have forced from 
me the ſecret cauſe of my ſituation, 
far leſs that your {kill could have 
ſtayed its operation—but—you 
have always overpowered me, ei- 
ther by example, precept, or abi- 
lity —My heart is now wholly be- 
fore you—but do not condemn me, 
unleſs you can, by any other mode 
than that which I have adopted, 
correct my feelir ;s, and aſſuage 
my paſhons.--l muſt entreat your 
forgiveneſs, for having, without 
| 4 leave, 


t 


(0 


cc 
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leave, mentioned you the ſole exe- 
cutor to my will—here it is—1 
wiſh it to remain under your care, un- 
til it ſhall be wanted, which will not 
be long—Here is likewiſe an exact 
ſtatement of all my effects, arranged 
and particularized, ſo as to remove 
every difficulty thatotherwiſe might 
occur in the execution of your of- 
fice. The whole of my wealth I 
have left without reſerve, limita- 
tion, or controul, to Adelina—and 
having ſo done, I have now no far- 
ther bufineſs with life.—Should: 
peeviſh Virtue and IIl- nature find 


© fault with my character, and revile 
© my conduct—ſhould the pitileſs 


* and unfeeling world cenſure my life 
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and converſation—or the ignoran 
and narrow-minded reproach my 
memory, or attribute baſe motives 
to my fate—try to remove thoſ: 
impreſſions—and endeavour, with 


mercy, charity, and compaſſion, to 


cover and extenuate the frailties and 


failings of your unhappy friend,— 
I am a dreadful example of human 
infirmity—the paſſion, to which! 
fall a ſacrifice, uſed to. be my ſcorn 
and derifion—T laughed at the whi- 
ning lover, and the doating huſband 
—yariety and gratification were the 
only objects of my purſuit—and, un- 
til I knew Adelina, I knew not that 
love of women had any other mean- 
ing annexed to it—but now I feel 

« the 
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tc the fatal conviction of the contrary, 
% and yield obedience to a power 


« which I cannot ſubdue but by my 


Lay 


&© gn deſtruction.” 


The unhappy man thus finiſhed his 
narrative, and as he finiſhed it, he 
fainted—his ſ pirits were quite exhauſt- 
ed—no wonder—nor were mine much 
better A was equally concerned, and 
much more intereſted—but I had 
firength and preſence of mind to re- 
cover him without giving any alarm 
I then called the ſervants Adelina 
appeared -O how heavenly charming 
did ſhe look !—I had not power to 
remonſtrate with him on his perni- 


cious principle and intentions il put 


his papers in my pocket for fear of a 
H 6 diſco- 
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diſcovery, and left him with Adelina, 
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ſpirits—as I will now, for 


the ſame purpoſe, wiſh you a good 


recruit my 
night. 
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LET FEN AST 
MR. C---= TO MR. H-, LONDON, 


L-. September Sth. 


Tun impreſſions received in in- 
fancy and youth are not only the moſt 
ſtrong but the moſt laſting, and are 
ſeldom if ever eradicated; they grow 
with our years, and at laſt become 
fixed and unalterable principles in the 
progreſs of our religion, politics and 
manners, and it often happens that 
the moſt powerful evidence of fatal 


experience cannot produce conviction, 


nor 
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nor aboliſh them from our life and 
converſation. 

The poor Doctor comes exactly un- 
der this deſcription. In his younger 


days he. aſſociated with thoſe accom- 


modating ſpirits, who apply all things 


to ſenſual indulgences, without ad- 
mitting of a higher gratification, 
Religion they hold as a ſyſtem, invent- 
ed merely to keep the vulgar in awe 


and reſtraint.— Women, a ſimple con- 


vemence and ſenſual aſſociate to man; 


and the Laws of Society binding, only, 
when they cannot ſafely be broken to 
ſome advantage of pleaſure or profit. 
— Life a myſtery—and Death the end 
of all. our woes. Something like this 
did the unhappy Doctor urge as an 
apology 
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apology for his late conduct, when I 
reaſoned with him on the impropriety 


of it. 


You know the violence of my tem- 


per and the warmth of my zeal when 
the wiſdom, benevolence and perfec- 
tion of the Divine Being are called in 
queſtion or reflected on. I loſe all 
patience and calmneſs uhren I find 
men forming ſy ſtems and combining 
ideas with a view to give credit and 
conſequence to their purſuits, as well 
as to. diſgrace the order, beauty and 
deſign of Nature. I was therefore 
warm in my remonſtrances with him, 
and perhaps too harſh in my conclu- 
ſions. At firſt he attended to me 
with patience and ſeeming ſatisfaction 
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but he ſoon grew diſturbed and 
agitated ; Horror ſat upon his coun- 
tenance, Wildneſs was in his looks,, 
and trembling ſeized every limb; 
at laſt,, with the utmoſt vehemence, 
he exclaimed, * For keaven's ſake 
ceaſe, and ſave me from the reproach 
of my own heart! Let me fink into- 
forgetfulneſs without knowing the 
extent of my wretchedneſs, or the 
certainty of my future puniſhments, 


Conviction now would damn me.— 


At preſent I have ſome conſolation in 


thinking that I am guiltleſs of having 
either perverted Nature, or injured 
Society! Do not therefore undeceive 


me! For I feel a preſaging ſpirit 


haraſſing my ſoul with the dread- 


ful 
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ful apprehenſion that I ſhall be- 
come a convert to your doctrines, 
if you proceed, and bring the 
curſe of infamy on my mind as 


7 


well as on my memory.” Compat- 
fion ſtopt me and he ſoon became 
calm and compeſed—my heart was 
ſadly oppreſſed, 1 felt paſſions and 
anticipated fituations which ſaid a 
great deal for this unhappy man. 
I left him to refle&tion—ſolidly con- 
firmed, from the dreadful example 
he had given, that whatever ſenti- 
ment or action does not ſtrictly accord 
with the love of life, and happineſs. 
of our fellow creature, is unnatu- 


ral, impolitic and inhuman.— Adieu. 
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. 


MR. C---- TO MR. H - =, LONDOR, 


L., September 1oth, 


STRONGLY impreſſed with the 
ſubject which had agitated my laſt 
converſation with the Doctor, I 
could not wear it from my mind. 
—T was ſhocked at the ſtrange 
manner in which he had connect- 
ed and combined ideas, ſo oppoſite 
fite to each other—ſo inconfiſtent with 
the conſtitution of Nature, the con- 
duct of rational life, and the attri- 
butes and dignity of a God—and it 


excited my utmoſt wonder and aſto- 


niſhment to find, among the human 


race; 
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race, beings ſo deſtitute of obſerva- 
tion and reflection as to form ſuch 
notorious abſurdities, and bring them 
within the limits of their faith and cre- 
dit—to place the deſign of man's crea- 
tion wholly and finally on temporal 
enjoyments, and the limited and im- 
perfect bleſſings of this life, is, though 
almoſt a general opinion, a very pal- 
pable abſurdity, and ſo far from its 
proving any thing againſt a future 
ſtate, proves, by its fallacy, the direct 
contrary, It is a ſelt-evident and 
poſitive fact, that the whole of the 
human race inherit and poſſeſs an in- 
defineable paſſion, which all the vari- 
ed round of earthly enjoyments can- 
not fatisfy ;—a hope—a defire— 
which 
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Which ſtretches the mind to ſomething: 


unattainable in this life—ſomething 
beyond a mortal ſtate, Had the Di- 


vine Being intended that our natural 


life ſhould have compriſed all our 
bleſſings, as well as finiſhed our fate, 
he would have formed and modelled 
our paſſions to the circumſtance 
our hopes would have been com- 
pleated - our deſires gratified — and 
our happineſs perfected. But the 
He wiſely 


defign was infinite. 
placed us in a ſtate of probation, 
where the grandeur of our nature and 
conceptions, with the vaſt objects 
which ſurround us, ſhould inculcate 
a ſufficient knowledge of our own 


importance, and lead the moſt imper- 
fect 
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fect of rational beings to diſtinguiſh a 
God—a motive—and a conſequence— 
and prompt us to act agreeable to the 
impulſes which theſe amazing crea- 
tions excite, Our conduct here was 
to determine our fate hereafter, and 
place us in either a more elegant 
world or a leſs happy one than this— 
where it is probable, by a ſucceſſion 
of progreffive trials, we ſhall at laſt 
reach a ſtate of perfect eaſe, peace 
and happineſs. Theſe ſentiments are 
in my ſoul—they not only correſpond 
with our feelings and the progreſs of 
human nature, but they are perfectly 


conſiſtent with the divine and un- 


erring wiſdom of a God. —Men may 


and will form ſyſtems to ſuit their 
Various 
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various inclinations and purſuits— 
but I“can admit nothing into my 
faith and practice which does not 
enlighten my foul and carry with it 
the full approbation of all my ſenſes, 


and a perfect coincidence with Nature 
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| ſeſs here are all we have to expect 
. how juſtly may we accuſe the Author 
of our being with wantonneſs and 
cruelty, by having curſed us with 
paſſions, without the means of grati- 
fication ; and made us ſenſible of ſor- 
row and pain, without a bleſſing to 
counterbalance them. The ſentiment 


is impious. 


The 
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The Doctor's health is, I perceive, 
faſt declining; but his mind is aſtoniſh- 
ingly recovered and compoſed—-he has 
profited by reſlection and good ſenſe 
has at laſt prevailed over the prejudices 
of education—he is weary of life—and 


ſolicitous to die Death opens to him 


new proſpects new charms— and he 


is anxious to take poſſeſſion. My at- 
tendance on him has been almoſt con- 
ſtant ever ſince his 1IIneſs—he is ſo 
melancholy when I leave him at night, 
and ſo chearful at my return in the 
morning, that I am equally depreſſed 
with his ſorrow and agitated with 
his ſolicitude. But, alas! my friend, 
to what does all this tend ? I am heap- 


ing coals upon a fire which is conſum- 


ing 
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ing me—and pouring ſorrow into the 
cup that already overſlows. Oh! 
what a bitter draught have to drink! 
The glaſs is trembling in my feeble 
hands, poiſed between neceſſity and 
irreſolution—alike afraid to raiſe it to 
my lips—or daſh it to the ground.— 
Dreadful—dreadful fituation !—Ade- 
lina baffles all my fortitude—bur J 
ſee—I feel the neceſſity of my leaving 
this place Alt muſt be ſo. 
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LESTER ANNE 


Mk. C-=-- TO MR. H, LONDON. 
L - - - -, September 14th, 


STILL am 1 held under the bondage 
of my own heart, and every little inci- 
dent ſeems to ſtrengthen the cords that 
bind me. To-day, as I was fitting 
with the Doctor and Adelina, the one 
reading, the other embroidering a 
waiſteoat, my own misfortunes took 
poſſeſſion of my mind, and J ſunk into 
thoughtfulneſs and ſilent meditation. 
Loſt to every thing around me, I did 
Vo I. I. I not 
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not perceive that the Doctor had ceaſed 
to read, and Adelina to work, until 
an inveluntary and heavy ſigh, which 
eſcaped from my wretched boſom, 
rouſed me; ſenſible and aſhamed of 
my weakneſs, I haſtily raiſed my head 
and endeavoured to look chearful and 
compoſed, but when I met Adelina's 
eyes, they gaye a new ſenſation to my 
heart, and told me how very much 
my behaviour had diſturbed her peace. 
Her face was covered with tears, and 
her tender expreſſive countenance 
ſhewed me fully the ſtate of her heart. 
With the moſt innocent familiarity 
and ſweeteſt ſolicitude ſhe laid her 
hand upon my knee, her tears ſtarting 


afreſh You are not well, fir,” ſhe 
ſaid, 
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ſaid, “ you are unhappy—ſomething 
c has diſturbed you—Can my uncle, 
6e can I be of any uſe to you? Com- 
&© mand us, for we owe you every 
thing; yet, our gratitude is not ſo 
& ſtrong as our inclinations.” —I had 
taken hold of her hand when ſhe firſt 
placed it on my knee, and, as ſhe ut- 
tered the laſt ſentence, ſhe fervently 
preſſed mine in both hers.— The Doc- 
tor caught hold of the other“ For 
«© Heaven's ſake, ſaid he, be not 
© unhappy if I have the power to 
* make you otherwiſe.” —I leaned 
my head upon Adelina's arm but my 
eyes were dry. Paſſion exceeded the 
power of ſpeech, and ſilence gave to 
the ſwelling heart, and throbbing bo- 
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ſom, a ſenſation which language de- 
ſtroys.—The ſudden and unexpected 
arrival of a female viſitor, very oppor- 
tunely relieved us. I took a turn into 
the garden to caſe my burſting heart, 
and recover compoſure of mind as well 
as of countenance.— Adelina and her 
friend ſoon joined me I aſſumed a 


flow of ſpirits which were not patro- 


nized by my heart— Adelina, there- 


fore, ſaw the deception, and although 


I endeavoured to be unaffected, yet 


her uneaſineſs remained when I took 


my leave late in the evening. How 
am I diſtreſſing this angel, and all 


 zround me. It muſt not be Adieu. 


L E T- 
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LETTER XXXL 


MR, C0 TO MR, Io, LONDON, 


L. „ September 15th. 


Mr reflections, during the night, 
on the expedience and neceſſity of my 
leaving this place, had fully deter- 
mined me to put it into execution 
the motive was ſolely the happineſs of 
Adelina! What a bleſſing is it, 
thought I, to ſuffer for thoſe we love — 
it is allotted to me, and I will embrace 
it with chearfulneſs. Pleaſed with 


this temporary vanity, I went, early 
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this morning, to the Doctor's—they 
were at breakfaſt, and both in viſible 
uncafineſs.—** You are come in good 
time,” ſaid the Doctor, “for we were 
Juſt on the point of quarrelling—Ade- 
lina will have it, that the countenance 


cannot appear grave and ſerious un- 


leſs the mind is afflicted. —Now, 1 


conceive that gravity of countenance 


is conſtitutional, and ſimply a quality 


of the body. You ſhall decide be- 


tween us. —** My deciſion, Doctor, 


muſt be unfavourable to your propoſi- 
tion ; for though there are ſome coun- 
tenances who do not poſſeſs one active 
feature, nor ever exhibited a ſmile, 
yet it muſt be confidered that perſons 


of this complexion are almoſt incapa- 
ble 
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ble of feeling either ſorrow or joy; 


they are generally of a ſubtle heart, 


and a dark and unfathomable diſpo- 
ſition, therefore their - countenance 
admits but of one charater—but the 
open, chearful countenance expreſſes 
all the paſſions as they riſe, and actu- 
ate the ſoul; and the features of ſuch 
are never ſuſceptible of ſorrow, but 
when the mind is afflicted.” Adelina 
looked very ſignificantly at her Uncle. 
—* Yeſterday,” I continued, © my 
mind was in a ſtate of diſquietude; to- 
day the impreſſion is totally removed, 
and, I apprehend, that my counte- 
nance has, in both, inſtances, deſtroyed 


* His own 


your argument, Doctor.” 
countenance, and Adelina's, as well as 


I 4 their 


— WF 
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their tongues, inſtantly corroborated 
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fection, whilſt the earth is ſinking 


from beneath me,—Adieu. 
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LET TER IEAM 


MR, 0 TO MR. H- LONDON, 


L.., September 18th. 


IT gives me much and real pleaſure 
to ſee the poor Doctor ſo reſigned to 
his fate, and ſo chearful under his at- 
fliction-— What a wonderful change! 
His paſſions ſeem to act wholly in ex- 
tremes; and I foreſee that he will die 
as rigid and zealous a fanatic and re- 
ligioniſt, as he has lived a libertine 
and debauchee. In one inſtance only 
is he reformed; he confeſſes, with all 
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bis ſoul, that the female ſex poſſeſs 
virtue, and that women are capable 
of inſpiring the heart of man with a 
pure and refined paſſion, free from 
every ſenſual defire, and intereſted 
motive ; and that neither the love of 
life, the fear of death, nor dread of 


_ damnation, can leſſen or deſtroy it.— 


This is the effect of conviction, he 
ſays, and is ſolidly fixed in his mind 
but in his conceptions of the Author 
of Nature, the qualities of the mind, 
and the moral rectitude of the heart, 
he is led, by a new-adopted enthuſi- 
aſm, into the moſt groſs and diabolical 
errors —He aſcribes to his God paſ- 
fions, which mankind are aſhamed of, 


He has been of late, privately, viſited 
by 
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by a ſect of preachers, who, to the 
diſgrace of this country, are ſuffered 
to inculcate and teach principles which 
are inimical to Society the rights of 
Nature and the Attributes of God: 
and thoſe wretches deem their works 
holy and profitable, becauſe their 
diſciples are numerous. Such is the 
infatuation of theſe poor, weak, de- 
Iuded creatures, that they are carried 
to the gates of death in exultation and 
joy, although their life has been one 
continued ſcene of impiety, and their 
laſt words blaſphemy and profanation. 
—The argument, ſo often and gene- 
rally uſed, that quieting the mind by 
removing the ſcruples of conſcience, 
is a praiſe-worthy deed, let the man- 
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ner of doing it be ever ſo abſurd, is, 


of all others, the moſt abominable and 


irreligious. As well may they ſay, that 
Error and Deception lead to happineſs ; 
and that the ſuppreſſion of Reaſon, and 


the Keeping mankind in Ignorance, 


are the only effectual means to pleaſe 
God, and procure ſalvation.— Man 
needs but a proper knowledge of him- 


ſelf, to form his religion and his mo- 


_rals—O, thou Divine Being, grant 
me this knowledge, and I truſt that 


neither my life, nor death, will diſ- 
grace the defign of my creation! 


Adieu—God bleſs you. 


L E T. 
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LETTER XL 


MR, Sa — w TO MR, 2252 . LONDON. 


L. - -, September 20th, 


Wy EN I went to the Doctor's this 


morning, he was at his prayers, and 
Adelina at her toilette—T went to my 
wonted retreat in the garden—Ade- 
lina's bower.—It is an aſſemblage of 
the hardy ſhrubs and evergreens 
which I have arranged into a minia- 
ture form of her grandfather's cottage. 
The work was carried on mutually—- 
it was my employment to plant—it 
was Adelina's to water; and, in our 

joint 


- - 
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Joint labour, the firſt pair in Paradiſe 
were not ſo happy. It has been ſome 
time compleated, and on that event 


we dedicated it to Love and Inno- 


cence. Adelina was conſtituted pa- 
troneſs, I was deputed governor ;— 
this little bower ſtands in a part of 
the garden which ſhe calls hers, and 
overlooks the orchard, which is di- 
vided from the garden by a ſloping 
ſhrubbery, and a ſmall Chineſe railing 
that runs along the ſkirts of it. It is 


here that Adelina and I have ſpent 
many ſweet and happy hours—AIll 


her leifure time is appropriated to its 
improvement and decoration. *Tis 
here that ſhe conſtantly reſorts when 
alone, and 'tis here ſhe pays her gra- 

titude 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 163 


titude and thanks to Heaven. I fat 
down on the ſeat which ſhe generally 
occupies—my heart felt warmed, re- 
vived and exhilarated. Some roſe- 
trees, which ſhe had trained to twine 
and mingle with the myrtles, ſeemed 
yielding to the ſeaſon : the bloom was 
gone—the leaves were falling—and 
the ſtalks ſhrinking—the ſap was ex- 
hauſted, and the warmth of Nature 
was faſt retiring, nor could Solicitude 
nor Care preſerve them from decay.— 
6 How different,” ſaid I, © is their 
condition from mine. I muſt yield to 
a fate from which there is little pro- 
bability I ſhall ever be redeemed ; but 
they will again revive—Spring and 
Adelina's care will reſtore them to 
| their 
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their wonted beauty—in all the pride 


of verdure, bloom and fragrance will 
they again flouriſh Her gentle hand 
will guide their tender ſhoots through 
all the pleaſing variety of fancied 
forms.—Here will ſhe fit and ſee them 
grow—count every bud that blows, 
and number every ſhrub. — This 
myrtle, which I planted, is her fa- 
vorite—in the evenings, when the wa- 
ters it, ſhe will think on me.— This 
little branch, this tendril, this very 
ſpot her hand may touch—her breath 
may warm ;—while I, far diſtant, 
jain thought to thought, and meet 
the action through the viſion of my 
ſoul. —It muſt be fo ! — Wherever 
Fate ſhall fix my future reſidence, II 

rear 
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rear a bower like this—the form 
the plants—the flowers ſhall be the 
ſame, —I'll twine my roſes with my 
myrtles ſo—and lead my woodbines 
in the ſame fantaſtic waves. My 
hours of labour and repoſe ſhall be 


the ſame with hers—lIn the morning I 


will plant—and in the evening I will 
water,-I'l dedicate my bower the 
ſame, and ſhe ſhall ſtill be patroneſs. 
Thus by ſimilitude of ſentiment, of 
labour and device, our ſouls will cor- 
reſpond and feel the influence of in- 
ſtinctive Love.” — Theſe were my re- 
flections — theſe the breathings of 
my ſoul] ſtarted up pleaſed and 
enraptured with the thought. — Ade- 


lina had juſt entered the garden 
her 
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her countenance was as the influence 
of the morning ſun upon the dark 
vapours of the night. My ſoul open- 
ed every faculty to joy and gladneſs; 
—the wealth of nations and the pride 
of monarchs ſunk before me. And 
while ſhe reſted on my arm as we 
walked, the world might have turned 
round or ſtood ſtillit would have 
been the ſame to me. O, my friend, 
how much depends on fancy.—A 
warm imagination, with a well found- 
ed hope, give, perhaps, a more ele- 
vated happineſs than the full gratifi- 
cation of all our wiſhes.— Adieu. 
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LES 1 & % ASAT 
MR, C-=== TO MR. H---, LONDON, 


L.. September 21ſt. 
Last night I had a very intereſting 


converſation with Mr. and Mrs. S.— 
their friendſhip and concern for me are 
unbounded. They urged, with deli- 
cacy and affection, the neceſſity of 
my departure, and were greatly 
pleaſed at finding me ſo readily diſ- 
poſed to follow their advice.“ You 
have trifled too long,” ſaid Mrs. S. 
« Adelina's affection for you is no 
longer a ſecret, and yours for her 1s 


equally viſible, She can have no 
motiv 
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motive for reſerve—you have.—Her 
innocence and purity of heart pre- 
vent her from examining ſtrictly into 
your conduct —blinded, as well as you 
are, with the violence of affection, ſhe 
does not ſee that there is any thing 
myſterious or irreconcileable in it, 
She ſees that you love her, and ſhe 
can ſee nothing elſe—that cotnpleats 
every wiſh, and compoſes her mind 


into a perfect ſecurity.—She knows 


that your heart will never deceive 
her — nor your honour betray her 
and ſhe looks no further: but, you 
know, there is an immoveable bar 
which prevents you from acting 
either honeſtly or honourably.— ou 
have given her hopes which you can- 
not 
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not fulfil—and are hourly impreſſing 
her with ſentiments which you can- 
not realize—and which, in the end, 
will prove her curſe. Let me intreat 
you then to apply the only remedy 
in your power to leſſen thoſe errors, 
and prevent future and more fatal 
ones from taking place.— I can eafily 
perceive,” continued ſhe, ** that were 
there no impediment to your union, 
it would infallibly prove the moſt 
happy that Nature ever formed. In 
diſpofition, mind, ſentiment, manner 
and gracefulneſs you are uniform and 
fimilar—you ſeem to inherit one and 


the ſame ſoul—and all who ſee you 
conclude that Nature defigned you for 


each other, but at preſent it cannot 
be; 
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be;” and ſhe burſt into tears. Time 


may, however, do a great deal for 


you—1 will not urge you to conquer 
your paſſion or wear it from your 
mind—T believe it would be impoſ- 
fible for you to do ſo—but every thing 
depends on your fortitude and reſolu- 
tion. I have often ſeen your diſtreſs, 
I have often participated in your ſor- 
rows—and I feel, in ſome degree, 
what you will ſuffer in this ſevere 


conflict, but the neceſſity is abſolute— 


your own honor—the ſatisfaction of 
your friends—and the peace and hap- 
pineſs of Adelina, all urge you to the 


trial. The motives are powerful and 


irreſiſtible which preſs you to this 


expedient—you have none to deter 


vou 
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you——for, if I can judge of the inte- 
grity of a heart in love, you have as 
little to fear from a change in Ade- 
lina's as your own, When you are 
gone, perhaps, ſhe may truſt me 
with her paſſion—1 think ſhe will— 
It will be my ſtudy to ſooth and 
comfort her.— I will be a mother 
as well as a friend—indeed my own 
children are not nearer my affections 
than ſhe is—Perſevere, and Provi- 
dence will at laſt reward you both.” 
I abſolutely claſped her in my arms— 
« Thou moſt excellent woman,” I ex- 
claimed, © may Heaven bleſs and re- 
ward you; how truly have you point» 


ed out my danger—how feelingly un- 
folded my conduct - and how affec- 
tionately 
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tionately have you adminiſtered con- 
ſolation to my periſhing hopes.—But 
my heart, dear madam, has not erred— 
long loſt to its own feelings, and 
wandering in the joyleſs purſuit of 
life without an object to warm, or 
a motive to influence it—reſigned to 
{orrow- and fixt in deſpair No 
hope to indulge !-—No feelings to 
gratify—it would have proceeded in 
this inſipid ſtate, to its laſt reſort, the 
grave, had not that indefinable Power, | 
to which my ſoul bends with happy 


aſſent, directed it to its natural image 


and aflociate,” ſaying, © Here is the 
prize of life: This is your right :— 
This is your inheritance :=And here 


is Nature's warrant and authority, 
| which 
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which makes it firmly yours.” My 
heart confeſt the divine gift. 'The 
deed has been recorded in Heaven; 
and it is my peculiar privilege to 
ratify 1t on earth. A political bond- 
age does not fetter my ſoul. My 
affection is an effect of Nature, and 
ſcorns the pitiful forms and ceremo- 
nies which bind the numerous herd of 
wretches down to convenient miſery. 
I deteſt it allI was deſtined to the 
happy love of Adelina, and our ſouls 
were paired in the firſt deſign of crea» 
tion. But curſed prejudice—the po- 
licy of little minds—a trick of human 


invention interpoſed—warpt my un- 


ſuſpecting heart placed a falſe wage 
to my eaſy mind and robbed me of 
vol. L K che 
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the lot which Heaven had ordained 
me. Shall I then give up my claim? 
My natural rights? Shall I reſign my 
hope, and throw away the only bleſſ- 
ing of my life? No! Never! Never! 
I will however yield a perfect obe- 
dience to any impoſed law, matter, or 
thing, which may be neceſſary for 
Adelina's peace and honour, but from 
no other confideration will I act 
more than this would do a violence to 
my heart, and an injuſtice to my 
being. I have no ſecond confidera- 
tion when her happineſs is at ſtake, 
hat ſhall henceforth guide me, hat 
alone ſhall rule my conductand it 
is that alone which now determincs 
me to leave this place.— But the ne- 
| ceſſitous 
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ceſlitous ſyſtems of ſociety, and the 
narrowed ſentiments of mankind have 
no influence over my heart, no inte- 
reſt in my principles,” — My impetuo- 
ſity and warmth carried me too far 
| have no meaſure in ſuch a theme.— 
It is a ſubject on which calmneſs 
would be a crime.—Mrs. S. appeared 
ſerious and ſeemingly offended—but 
ſhe is a ſenfible woman.—Mer.S. ſmiled 
and was filent.— They ſaw the anguiſh 
of my ſoul, and ſuppreſt their own 
ſentiments to indulge my feelings, 
We held a conſultation of friend- 
ſhip, and-it was agreed that Mrs. and 
Miſs S. ſhould drink tea with Adelina 


to-morrow, and Mr. S. and myſelf pay 
a long-promiſed viſit, about fix miles 
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from hence; and that Mrs. S. ſhould 


take an opportunity caſually to men- 


tion that I was going to leave them for 


a few weeks on ſome particular by- 
fineſs. This will prepare and ſmooth 
the way for my taking leave, as well 
as ſoften the circumſtance. 

Mr. S. very earneſtly preſſes me to 
ſpend the winter with his brother in 


Wales, but I have declined it from a 


very particular reaſon.—I am fixed in 
my own mind—Ireland is a country 1 
have not ſeen, and Mr. M. has fo 


often, and ſo kindly entreated me to 


ſpend a few months with him, that I 
propoſe to make him, now, a viſit.— 
No matter where I 90—the world has 
neither choice nor charm for me, if love 


and Adelina do not grace my dwelling. 


The 
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The Doctor will be much affected at 
my going. —A fatal dropſy has juſt 


made its appearance, yet he may live 


1 few months. Whenever the event 


of his death ſhall take place, I foreſee 


the ſorrow 1t will occaſion to poor 


Adelina; but the friendſhip and 
amiable diſpoſition of Mrs. S. give me 
much relief from what I otherwiſe 
ould feel on this account. 

I hope you will contrive to meet 
me on the road to Liverpool, and ac- 
company me to that place—your 
friendly company will give me much 
conſolation; and, perhaps, I may 
never have another opportunity to tell 


you, in perſon, how much, and how 


aflectionately I am your's. 
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EN A. 


MR. G To MR. H===-, LONDON, 


L - - - -, September 22d, 


J Thank you for the ſupply, it is 
both ſeaſonable and ſufficient. —TI need 


not remind you of punctuality with a 
certain perſon, her wants may influ- 


ence both criminality and complaint, 
which I ſhould be ſorry to hear. 
Mrs. S. performed her friendly of- 
fice admirably ; the converſation hap- 
pening to turn on a winter's journey to 
London.—“ We cannot fix on the 
time,” ſaid Mrs. S. © until Mr. C. 


returns. 
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returns, for he is going to leave us 
for a few weeks on ſome buſineſs of 
importance, and to go without him 
would be leaving half our pleaſure 
behind.” Adelina, ſhe ſays, received 
the intelligence with viſible emotion 
and Miſs S. who knew nothing of it 
before, accompanied her with her 
tears. This had a good effect with 
Adelina, it was a ſanction to her own 
ſenſibility, and gave an unreſtrained 
licence to her feelings. The Doctor 
was extremely affected I am diſap- 
pointed,“ ſaid he, « in all my hopes 
and wiſhes: I had flattered myſelf 
that he would have been preſent when 
a certain evant ſhall happen, and ſeen 
the laſt duties of his friend performedt 
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but he will not return in time—and ! 
ſubmit.”—Poor man—how my heart 
bleeds for him !—Mrs. S. had ſome 
private and affecting converſation with 
Adclina :—-<* She is an invaluable 
treaſure,” ſhe ſays, © and poſſeſics 
a mind and nobleneſs of ſentiment 
far above any that ſhe ever knew,” — 
Alas, this is no ſecret to me !—Mits 
S. remains with her all night—ſhe 1s 
a moſt amiable girl—they cannot be 
ſeparated. How powerfully docs Sym- 
pathy unite, when Tenderneſs and Sor- 
row are its objects! 

Mr. S. and I are juſt returned, and 
its near twelve o'clock.—This day 
ſe'nnight I propoſe to take my depar- 
ture. In the mean time I expect to 
hear 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 20T 


I am to have the happineſs to meet 


you: I cannot accept of any apo- 


logy, therefore make none, but come. 


od bleſs you. —Adieu, 


K 5 LET- 
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LETTER XXXVL 


MR. C-=-=- TO MR. H, LONDON, 


L -- - -, September 23d. 
1 TELL you all my follies, all my 


weakneſſes, and I feel eaſed and re- 
freſhed by it—like the burthened and 
wearied traveller, who preſſing for- 
ward to ſome given place of reſt, is 
overcome with fatigue by the way, 
and ſinks down almoſt ſpent and ex- 
hauſted, when ſome good ſoul, by 
Nature liberal and tender-hearted, + 
overtakes him commiſerates his ft- 
tuation—raiſes him up—divides his 
load 
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load—gives him his arm to reſt on, 
and by a kind participation in his af- 
fliction, ſhortens the road and lightens 
the burden.—So have you done by 


me. 


There is ſo heavy and oppreſſive a 
ſenſation at my breaſt, that I can 
ſcarcely reſpire—and I feel a fore- 
boding, as if ſome danger and cala- 
mity were near my heart,—And all 
this has come upon me fince yeſter- 
day.—T had determined over night to 
be early at the Doctor's this morning, 
yet it was after ten o'clock before 1 
went.—I know not how to deſcribe 
myſelf, —My feelings were of that 
odd mixture which form nothing but 
paradoxes, My ſoul had inceſſantly 
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longed for the morning—every mo- 
ments delay was a torment to me. 
I had nothing to prevent me from 
going—yet I was diffident and timid, 
Something interpoſed and created a 
fluttering heſitation about my heart, 
which enfcebled my reſolution—but 
did not weaken my anxiety.—As I 


entered the houſe every nerve ſhook— 


and when I approached the parlour 


I felt as if I was going to be tricd 
for murder. The Doctor was Jone— 
I was pleaſed at it—and the abſence of 
Adelina, for the firſt time, did not 
diſtreſs me, although my whole ſoul 
was languiſhing to bchold her—to 
hear her ſpeak—to gaze on her.— 
Oh, my friend, my friend,” —ſaid 


the 
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the Doctor, and ſhook his hand, but 
could not, for a few ſeconds, proceed, 
until the burſting tear had forced a 
paſſage, and given relief to the ſur- 
charged heart, and liberty to the or- 
gans of ſpeech —** Oh, my friend, 
why will you leave us ? Why will you 
take from me all my conſolation, and 
deprive me of the ſupport with which 
you have cheriſhed my hopes, and 
enabled me to look on my approach to 
death as the prelude to future hap- 
pineſs ?—I am weak—very weak—my 
faith is imperfect ] have not ſtrength 
to act alone—my mind is feeble and 


not wholly ſatisfied. — In the laſt 


ſcenes, when the ſpirits are worn out, 


and the greateſt exertions required, I 


mall 


” - * * 
2 4 —— — —— ent we oo _- 


+ — 


a— 2 


2 *** 
-” 


- — 


— 2 
. 


_ a «© © 
J —t—— ow w „ . —— " TW + 4 
. < 


0 y—_ — — — ”- 


206 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 


ſhall fail in the performance, and 
bring diſgrace upon the character 
which I with to repreſent, unleſs I 
have your preſence to adorn my exit, 
and your friendly hand to lead me 
off the ſtage ; I know you will excuſe 
my infirmities, and forget my impor- 
tunities, if they interfere with either 
your intereſt or your happineſs. I 
had formed to myſelf ſuch ſchemes 


—but all—all—that I have ſet my 


heart on is with-held from me.—Yes, 
my friend, I was indulging my hopes 
with ſeeing accomplithed the end of 
all my wiſhes in your union with 
Adelina! My heart was lifted above 
itſelf with the thoughts of performing 
the office of father to the moſt amia- 

ble 
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ble of women—My mind was com- 
poſed by it into calmneſs, ſerenity and 
firmneſs, —It would have ſatisfied her 
that I had never indulged improper 
wiſhes—and you, that I retained no 
malice nor reſentment. I am totally 
unacquainted with either of your in- 
tentions—you do not find it neceſ- 
ſary to conſult me—T know it is your 
delicacy—you fear the conſequences 
with me—and you delay your own 
happineſs that you may mot diſturb 
mine,—-Gcnerous — beſt of men — I 
ſee your motives, and will ſubmit.— 
It is not for myſelf alone that I am 


ſo diſtreſſed at your leaving us —My 


poor neice! How fimilar will your 
ſorrows and mine be—Oh ! Sir, her 


ſoul 
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ſoul lives but in your preſence, and 
for Heaven's ſake do not let her 
mourn long your abſence—let her 
not ſuffer from ſuſpence or doubt. 
She has a moſt noble mind and ex- 
quiſite feelings —and if ſhe ſhould 
have any cauſe to ſuffer—it will be 
all in private, and that will inſenſi- 
bly deſtroy her : but your honour, 
and her innocence give to my mind 
a ſecurity which I will not doubt.— 
Wherever you go, may Heaven bleſs 
and protect you—and Oh ! ſhould 
you return before my days are waſted, 
and my recollection fails, I ſhall 
then quit the world without a wiſh 


unſatisfied,”— This man's anxiety and 


friendſhip greatly diſtreſs me — Oh 
that 
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that I could act as my heart prompts 
what a ſcene of happineſs would it 


produce; but here Sentiment ſtops, 


and I muſt conform to Opinion and 


embrace Wrerchedneſs and Miſery, 
although all poſſible Happineſs is in 
my reach.—I anſwered him confiſtent- 
ly with my feclings, and gave him, in 
idea, that conſolation and aſſurance 
which my ſoul burns to realize. 

My ſpirits were now much relieved 
from their late oppreſſion, and I went 
to find Adelina and her ſweet com- 
panion. They were in the garden. 
Our meeting was attended with a lit- 
tle embarraſſment and confuſion. This 
was a ſenſation that cannot eaſily be 
accounted for; it aroſe from no con- 
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ſcious cauſe, and almoſt ceaſed the 
moment it exiſted, —Adelina ſeemed 
dejected, fo did Miſs S. — They each 
took an arm—all around me was a 
perfect Heaven—and, as we walked 
towards the orchard, “ So you are 
going to leave us,” ſaid Miſs. S. in a 
melancholy tone“ Our village will 


be as a deſert without you ; but we 


hope that your abſence will not be 
long. 1 preſſed each of their hands 
46 J hope ſo too, I replied, “ but 
there is a neceſſity for my going, 
which ill ſuits with my wiſhes—and 
gladly, my ſweet ladies, would I give 


up the world, and all its treaſures and 


concerns, to pals the remainder of my 


life in the boſom of the ſociety which 
5 I have 
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have found here — Tis here all my 
happineſs centers—and here will my 
ſou! and all my hopcs remain.” Ade- 
lina ſighed, prefled my arm to her 
ſide, and held down her head, There 
is but one circumſtance,” I continued, 
« that can ſweeten abſence, and that is 
in the power of my two amiable 
friends to beſtow ; *tis they alone 
who can ſoften my ſorrows and give 
a pleaſure to my mind, when I am 
removed from their dear ſociety.” 
Each, with tears in their eyes, requeſt- 
ed how they could contribute to 
what they ſo much wiſhed. —© Your 
correſpondence, dear ladies; your com- 
pany and converſation form my firſt 
with and chicf happigeſs—that will 

be 
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be the fe.ond.” Set us the exam. 
ple,“ they exclaimed, © and vre will 
follow it.” © Enough, my ſweet 
friends, enough,” and Þ claſped them 
both in my arms. Let us leave this 
ſubject, it is a dull one, for fome- 
thing more pleaſant,” —* Oh!“ aid 
Adelina, “ here is my favourite 
apple-tree, and the apples are quite 
ripe, let us ſend for the ſervants and 
gather them ; this will divert and 
amuſe us. Tis a fine day too, and 
my Uncle will come out and fit in the 
bower and inſtruct us.” © No, no, 
ſaid Miſs S.“ we will have nothing to 


co with the ſervants, the tree is very 


low, Mr. C. can ſtand upon the gar- 


den table and reach the higheſ. 


branches, 


8. 
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branches, he will pull the apples, and 
we will ſtand below and catch them 


in our aprons, and as they are filled 


empty them into a ftore baſket,” — 
« Apreed.” And away we haſted to 
prepare for our employment. The 
Doctor was brought out and placed in 


the bower.—I mounted upon the table 


and ſelected the ripeſt fruit—while 
the two charming girls ſtood with their 
ſweet faces turned up, and their aprons 
extended, catching the apples as I 
gathered them, each complaining that 
[ was partial, and gave the beſt and 
moſt to the other. Adelina's apron 
was filled firſt, and away ſhe tript to 
empty it into the ſtore, while Miſs 
S. called on the Doctor to witneſs my 
partiality. 
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partiality.— The Doctor was highly 
pleaſed at their innocent contention, 
and begged I would not deal fo un. 
juſtly. When I met with any apples 


particularly beautiful and fine—theſe 


I reſerved, by putting the very beſt 
in my right pocket, and the others in 
my left —In this delightful employ- 
ment we continued till we had col- 
lected all that was ripe, —I came down 
and ſat upon the edge of the table 
«> Here,” ſaid I, . my ſweet Pomo- 
nian maids, here is. a gift for each of 
you.” They ran to me with ardour, 
Adelina on my right, and Miſs 8. 
on my left hand—“ Hold your 
aprons ;”: they were ſtretched out in a 


moment, and I emptied my pockets 
into 
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into each as they ſtood. “ Oh what 
beautics ! Theſe are delightful ! Look 
Doctor! Look Uncle,—I will pre- 
ſerve theſe, ſo will I,” and away they 
run, holding their aprons for the Doc- 
tor to ſec them, each eſteeming and 
praiſing her own gift as beſt—Oh ! 
that this day would have laſted for 
ever to me, there could have been but 
one addition of happineſs made to it. 
It is ſuch innocent and profitable 
recreations as this, my friend, which 
o1ve pleaſure to the mind without 
wounding the feeling. How happy 
would it be, if mankind were ſatisfied 
with the productions of the earth, 
without encroaching on the tranquil- 


lity, or deſtroying the lives of its 


1nnoccat 


' 
| 
; 


—— —— —— — m 
* " a mee 
— 2 — — a 22 „„ == 
— — 1 9 


— 
_—— 7; — 


— — — — a = — 


Sms >: 
— 
— 


. 
TA 
ke = 


p — 
= 


SF. - > = L2 ——=- - 
1 £ * 5 
— — "= 3 
: _ 2 2 


* _— . 


LO,” SIE” 2 


> , - x * 4 — IS - = — 
= * —_— — — = 
. © ww - 2 = = = 
. — . — : — Ss NEG 
> = =— Las 2 * 2 
* 2 g = 2 
= =. — Wy. I - = — — 2 — * * — 
— - — £. ——_— — — — by, ihr i — = * — — 4 _ 
. - 4 "HE Se 4 — {ET — —— — — — = = 
3 >. SY — - . - - d ol R - — I 
- * * _ % =- — = - » 
2 r SA - X — - 
— — — _Y — 
* 


_ O's > 
— * 2 = +1 — — 7 7 
r 


216 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 


innocent and harmleſs inhabitants.— 
Refinement has almoſt produced the 
contrary extreme. We are faſt ap- 
proaching to abſolute brutality—and, 
before long, we ſhall want variety in 
the practice of cruelty, unleſs we 


commence Cannibals—a circumſtance 


not improbable. God bleſs my friend. 


LET - 
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LETTER XXXVII. 


MR, . TO MR. H=, LONDON. 


L. 5 Sept. 24th, 


ABour four o'clock this morning 


I was called out of bed, no unuſual 
thing fince the Doctor has been con- 
fined, to ſee a young Lady in the 
village, who was taken ſuddenly ill. 
I never hefitate nor make the ſmalleſt 
difficulty on theſe occaſions ;—it leſ- 
{ens the merit of the action, if it has 
any, and adds to the diſtreſs of thoſe 
who are already too much afflicted.— 


The Doctor's aſſiſtant had been called 


Vol. I. L but 
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but was afraid to preſcribe.—The 
diſorder was in her ſtomach and 
bowels.— The pain was excruciating, 
and the ſpaſms violent and alarming, 
She is an only child—amiable—and 
deſcrvedly much beloved. —Her pa- 
rents, who are rich as they are fond, 
felt as parents ſhould do, and loft 
fight of every other conſideration but 
the preſervation of their child's life. 
'The warm bath and anodyne glyſters 
had no effe&t—I adminiſtered a ſmall 
quantity of laudanum, which inſtant- 
ly gave her eaſe. I then increaſed 
the doſe to a ſufficiency, ſo that in 
two hours ſhe was perfectly relieved, 
without a remaining ſymptom of the 
diſorder, 

On 
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On the firſt alarm of her illneſs, 
almoſt the whole females in the vil- 
lage had ran to her aſſiſtance; and 
when I came, were preſcribing with- 
out mercy or judgment ; and in as 


great a variety as if they had all. 


been phyſicians bred at ſo many dif- 
ferent ſchools.— There is no ſyſtem 
in modern phyſic, my friend; pre- 
judice in education, and conceit in 
practice govern almoſt all men of 
this deſcription; and if any of them 
riſe into eminence and reputation in 
their profeſſion, it is either by acci . 
dent or impoſition.— I know many of 
them moſt excellent and worthy men, 


but in ſaying this of a phyſician, unleſs 
profeſſionally, you cannot give him a 
L2 worſe 
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worſe character, or do him ſo eſſential 
an injury. 

I knew a phyfician who reſtored a 
King's brother to a good appetite, by 
limiting him to a pitiful allowance 
of maſhed potatoes—and for which 
ſervice.he got a name far ſuperior to 
all his cotemporaries, and a fortune 
greater than the prince's whom he 
cured ; yet if his conſequence and 
rank in life had depended on his 
learning and abilities, he muſt have 
wanted bread, and held an idiot's 
place in ſociety.— Adelina and Miſs 
S. who are in the cloſeſt habits of 
friendſhip with this young Lady, 
arrived at - the very moment her life 


ras deſpaired of,—On every occaſion 
Adelina 
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Adelina ſtands alone—in her preſence 
all others appear fools in the higheſt 
as well as in the loweſt ſituations ſhe 


equally charms and excels ; and you 


would always conclude that her pre- 
ſent purſuit had, alone, engaged the 
ſtudy and attention of her whole life, 
To have a perfect knowledge of all 
that is tender, humane, and ſympa- 
thetic, you mult ſee her employed in 
the offices and care of the ſicx. Not 
a tongue moved while ſhe was bu- 


hed about Miſs F. wonder and ad- 


miration made thoſe filent, which 
all my interceſſions and ſolicitations 
could not effect. About eight o'clock 
Miſs F. was quite recovered, and 
compoſed to reſt. I retired with my 
to companions to the Doctor's, where 
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we made a chearful meal—the ladics 


went to dreſs for a walk—the Doctor 


to his prayers, and I tothe garden,— 
Not a place of reſt could I find but in 
the bower. I ſat down—and my 
heart began to repine and ſorrow at 
my hard fate; and I was inveighing 
bitterly againſt the tyrannical ſyſtems 
of ſociety, which in ſo many .in- 
ſtances reſtrai the mind from na- 
tural and innocent enjoyments, and 
give a full ſcope to ſavageneſs and 
brutality, when I was fuddenly rouſed 
by the cry of hounds in full chace, 
and ſeemingly very near. I ſtarted up 
In order to return to the houſe, and 
avoid the ſavage ſport—but had not 
reached the entrance of the bower 

when 


FHE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 223 


when in bounced a young male deer, 
and inſtantly faced about, regardleſs 
of me, to confront his enemies who 
were cloſe upon him. Adelina's rake 
was luckily in the bower, I catched 
it up, and in my rage fell'd the firſt 
dog that attempted to enter, dead, 
The next ſhared the ſame fate, and ſo 
would the whole pack, had not my 
threats intimidated and induced them 
to ſtop ſhort. Their noiſe, which 
rather increaſed than abated, had 
reached the houſe, and the alarm 
brought out Adelina, Miſs. S,—the 


Doctor's aſſiſtant, and all the ſervants. 


The matter was ſoon explained, but 
the ſavage dogs could not be quieted 
until the huntſman came up and called 
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them off. The poor animal till 
doubtful of his fate, ſtood in a poſ- 
ture of viſible deſpair, beating the 
ground with his foot—the laſt exer- 
tion of defence — his tongue hung 
from his parched mouth—the big 
tear, from his piteous eye, rolled 
down his dappled face, and from his 
wide diſtended noſtrils the blood 
iſſued in ſtreams.—He ſuffered me 
to take hold of him without making 
any reſiſtance — having tied Adelina's 
handkerchief and my own together, 
I put them round his neck, and led 
him in triumph to the ſtable, where 
the ſervants prepared a ſtajl—cleaned 
him, and gave him hay and water. 


Adelina was particularly delighted 
with 
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with the animal—and it would have 
made a ſavage mild to have ſeen 
her ſtroke and careſs him. — The 
creature ſeemed ſenſible of the diſtine- 
tion—* Shall I beg him of you”, ſaid 
ſhe, © he owes his life to the ſame 
hand that I do. mine, I ſhall there- 
fore love him from ſympathy.” 
i With pleaſure,” I replied, © but 
am not entitled to make the gift, 
he is yours already, and by a right, 
which in the ſimplicity of ancient 
times would have made this beauti- 
tul animal ſacred to your bower he 
fled ; 'tis the ſanctuary of innocence, 
and there he found the appellation 
confirmed—as for me, I only acted 
in my fituation, could I deſert my 
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poſt, and forfeit the honour you have 
done me? Could I fee your bower 
polluted and ſtained with the death of 
this harmleſs creature ? Heaven for- 
bid! And may it always be as propiti- 
ous to Love, as it has this day been 
to Innocence.” —One of the ſportſ- 
men now rode up to the gate before 
the houſe, and defired to ſpeak with 
the perſon who had killed the dogs. 
—]T went to him—he accoſted me 
with a politeneſs and manner both 
pleaſing and prepoſſeſſing.— M 
Brother, Sir, ſaid he,“ is very much 
diſpleaſed with having loſt two of his 
beſt dogs —and in his preſent warmth 
J was afraid of the conſequences if 
the matter was explained at this time, 

I have 
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T have therefore perſuaded him to let 
it reſt until. to-morrow, when he and 
[ will do ourſelves the pleaſure to 
wait upon you.” I thanked him for 
his friendly interference but aſſured: 
him that I could make no other con- 
ceſſions for having acted as I had 
done, than declaring how ſorry 1 
was at the accident, and moſt fin 
cerely regreted having been com- 
pelled from a motive which I could. 
not reſiſt, to kill. the dogs and pro- 
tect the animal; and that had they 
been his Majeſty's, and in the ſame 
ſituation, they would have met the 
ſame treatment.— He politely took 
leave, 


Theſe. 
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"Theſe two gentlemen live about 
eight miles from this place. The 
youngeſt 1s a ſtudent in the Tem- 
ple,, with a very limited fortune, 
but of an amiable diſpoſition, and 
great goodneſs of heart. The eldeſt 
inherits the family eſtate, rather con- 
ſiderable—he is a very well diſpoſed 
young man, but his virtues are ſup- 


prefſed and his beſt qualities obſcurred 


under a temporary profligacy, occa- 


ſioned by an improper education and 


bad examples.—I am perſuaded that 
if men were once to experience the 
pleaſure which ariſes from a good 
and generous action, and from pur- 
ſuing a courſe of life conſiſtent with 
the impulſes of Nature and Reaſon, 


ther 
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they would never diſturb the tranquil- 
lity of their fellow creatures, nor ſuf- 
' fer anguiſh from a painful reflection. 
We drank tea at Mr. F's, and my 
patient was ſo well recovered, as to 
make one of the company. had ſo 
many thanks and compliments as really 
diſtreſſed me. Mrs. S. mentioned, 


while at tea, that my intended jour- 


ney was to Ireland. She is a diſcerning 


woman, and ſaw that it would paſs off 


better in company than in private. — 
Ireland Ireland! Tis a dangerous 
paſſage,” ſaid one; more ſo than to 
the Eaſt Indies,” ſaid another: Is it 
beyond ſeas ?” ſays a third. And thus 


they went on, until I wiſhed them 
at the bottom of the decp,—Thoſe 
who 
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who thought the moſt about it were 


ſilent.— The old Ladies went to cards 
the young ones to muſic. Miſs F. 
is eſteemed a capital performer on the 
harpſichord, —You cannot hear her 
without praiſing and admiring her, yet 
the paſſions are not affected. But when 
Adelina touches the chords, the ſoul 
is melted with the harmony and ſweet- 
nels of the ſounds—the voice of 
Heaven is in her fingers as they move 
along the ſtops— They ſpeak raptures 
to the heart, and one is loſt to all 
other ſenſations but the tender melody 
which they create.— While ſhe was 
playing a plaintive air, and Miſs S. 
accompanying, her with the words, I 
felt as if enchantment had ſeized me, 

and 
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and all my faculties were abſorbed in 
the contemplation of this divine wo- 
man,—To ſee her beautiful fingers 
dancing on the ivory, which in white- 
neſs they exceeded—to hear the pathe- 
tic ſounds ſhe produced—and to be- 
hold the perfect elegance which ſhe 
diſplayed in her manner and figure, 


was a ſcene which would have inſpired 


angels to liſten with wonder and 


amazement,—lI had continued leaning 
on the back of her chair with enrap- 
tured attention, until Miſs S. pro- 
nounced the two firſt lines of the laſt 
verſe :t— 


Farewell, my love—farewell—once more 
adieu— 

The falling tear relieves my burſting 
heart.“ 
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This was the only chord that would 
not bear touching—it drew forth the 
latent ſorrows of the heart, —Adelina's 
eyes were, in a moment, blinded with 
her tears—they fell, in ſhowers, upon 
her lap—it was obſerved—ſhe loſt the 
power of execution—harmony ſtopped. 
—Miſs S. turned to the window—and 
I was obliged to retire. 

Where, my friend !—where can a 
remedy be found for the miſeries 
which theſe ſenſations threaten !—In 


Heaven only !—I am wretched be- 


yond hope !—Acicu, 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 


MR. C 22 22 10 MR. HR 22. LONDON. 


* 


L., September 25th, 


Your father dead !—Your houſe 


burat down !—fſad calamities indeed, 


my dear friend. — But as neither your 
afſe&ion, nor your intereſt, can be 
deeply concerned by theſe events— 
they are the leſs to be regreted. To 
your father, I believe, you are ob- 
liged only for your name—and your 
fortune, I know, is ample, and ſecur- 
ed againſt all accidents but a revolu- 


tion in government, or a convulſion 
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in Nature.—* My poor dog ſaved ! 
—how thankful I am for this circun:- 
ſtance of good fortune—poor crea- 
ture !—Theſe accidents have deprived 
me of a conſolation, which cannot be 
replaced. —I know not how I ſhall go 
through this trial—l ſee that my af. 
flictions are multiplying faſt, and muſt 
at laſt overwhelm me.—You ſay—l 
may ſee you, perhaps, in Ireland— 
can it be poſſible !—That hope will 
be of great ſervice to me—I will not 
throw it away. 

You are always anticipating my 
wants by ſome generous and friendly 
aCtion.—lT have no-uſe for the portrait 


you have ſent. I have one which was 


| Erawn for me a few months before | 
: left 
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left London.—1t has not been out of 
my poſſeſſion, and I propoſe this for 
Adelina.—I ſhall therefore ſend you 
the other back. Adelina has a moſt 
ſtriking miniature of herſelf, which 
was taken about two years ago by Mr. 
S. a native of Scotland, who is both 
deaf and dumb—it is a maſter-piece 
—the very ſoul is expreſſed in the fea- 
tures—and you read the character in 
the countenance, Were I to draw an 
eſtimate of the painter's abilities from 
this performance, I ſhould not heſitate 
to conclude, that he can have no com- 
petitor in his profeſſion, but muſt ſtand 
alone, unrivalled and unequalled in 
the art, Indeed, it is a ſtrong argu- 


ment with me, that the want of ſpeech 
and 
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and hearing contribute greatly to his 
excellence; the mind is left to act free 
and of itſelf— the productions will 
therefore always be ſtronger and more 
natural. — But I need no emblem of 
her, to keep alive my remembrance, 
the image is drawn in my ſoul by 


the pencil of Nature, where the lines 


can never wear out, nor the colours 
fade. 

J have had the promiſed viſit from 
the two brothers. The eldeſt appear- 
ed ſulky and ill-natured when we firſt 


met, and much inclined to quarrel— 


but we parted not only on good, but 


on friendly terms. 

Mr. S. and I accompanied them to 
the Doctor's—he received them, poor 
man, 
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man, with that chearful welcome ſo 
peculiar to his character. I never 
ſaw ſuch amazement and reſpe& as 
both the brothers ſhewed on Adelina 
and Miſs S. entering the room. There 
is ſomething in the manner and ap- 
pearance of Adelina which would bend 
the mind and diſpoſition of a ſavage 
to ſoftneſs and civility, The Ladies 
were habited alike, each in a morning 
dreſs of faſhionable printed cotton, 
brown ribbons, muſlin aprons, hand- 
kerchiefs, and Venetian night-caps— 
I never ſaw either of them look better. 
Sim plicity had formed their dreſs, and 
Elegance had put it on. The Gentle- 


men were dumb with admiration, and 


their behaviour was a confirmation of 
this 
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this truth, which I have always be- 
leved—that the utmoſt extent of hu 
man happineſs is to be found, only, in 
the ſociety and affections of a woman 
of virtue, ſenſibility, and good-nature; 
and that all other endeavours after 
happineſs are foreign to the nature of 
man, and ineffectual to the purpoſe. 
— The youngeſt -brother was very 
thoughtful, and ſpoke little : and the 
eldeſt, at going away, faid, © T have 
received more real pleaſure from what 
I have heard and ſeen this day, than 
in all my paſt life, and I ſhall take 
every opportunity to cultivate a friend- 
ſhip ſo pleaſing and profitable. They 
preſſed Mr. S. and me very much to 
dine with them to-morrow, but I abſo- 


lutely refuſed, 
How 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 239 


How often, my dear friend, do man- 
kind impoſe upon their ſenſes, in pur- 
ſuing a courſe of life which cuſtom has 
made familiar, or faſhion pleaſing — 
without their beſt and choiceſt affections 
and faculties being concerned. And 
this they call enjoyment, until accident, 
or ſome other cauſe, preſents the natu- 
ral object of their ſoul to view—then— 
their paſt life appears as a dream— 
they fret and murmur—curſe the idle 
delufions which held them ſo long in 
bondage, and wonder at their own 
want of diſcernment. You very often 
ſee men who have gone the whole 
round of variety; ſtretched every in- 


vention; ſearched every corner of the 
world, and tried every ſcheme, from 
| the 
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the higheſt extreme in Faſhion, to the 
moſt deſpicable foible in Philoſophy, 
to find Content and Happineſs ; re- 
turn, on every change, to ſoften their 
chagrin and diſappointment in the 
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ſolace and indulgent tenderneſs of a 


woman.—Nothing can be more ab- 
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and laſt reſource is oman.— Adieu. 
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